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PREFACE 


In the Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napoleon, Marx remarks that 
history repeats itself, so to speak, twice: the first time as tragedy, the 
e events in Fiji of May-July 2000 would tend to 
exemplify this dictum. One coup is bad enough, but three in thirteen years 


second as farce. Th 


staggers the imagina 


simply reflect, often 
to them. The contrib 
take an interest in t 


Ma 
with the events in th 


ny overseas people familiar with Fij 


tion. 


ntry. They exp 
nts. 


at country. Many con 


the internet. The maj 
crisis. 


these responses. T 


was a regular sight 
analyses have appe 


issues that underpinned the crisis. More will assuredly come as t 
dness 


settles and people 


dramatically engul 


Editors inspect w 


rem 
this collection. As it 


They are moving in t 


inded us as we gra 


ority are critical, pray 


in the parliamenta 
0 


heir sincerity, eloquent and ang 
tone. This volume of essays contains a sample, but only a small sa 
hey were written when the Fiji crisis wa 
The hostages were still 
n our television screen 


This collection is not an academic analysis of these eve 
origins, processes and impacts. Rather, the contributors to th 
in the heat of the moment, on what the co 


ress themselves in s 


i are dismayed and d 
tribute pieces to news 
ing for an early resolut 


sin f 
ry complex, and Georg 


ared, focusing on th 


attempt to make s 


ed their lives. 


ha 


ha 


e larger political and 


ense of the ma 


they get, not get what they expect, a co 
ppled with the balance of perspective reflected in 
ppens, the overwhelming bulk of the published 


d 


isil 


uished 


s. Since then, aca 


nts, their 
s volume 
up meant 


utors are Fijians of all stripes as well as others who 
he cou 
speeches, essays and lame 


tements, 


usioned 
papers or 
ion of the 
in their 
mple, o 
swing. 
Speigh 
demic 
ectofa 
he dus 
hat so 


U 
e 


È 


eague 


commentary on the Fijian crisis was critical of the events. Our effort 


to solicit contrary perspectives was not as fruitful as we would have liked. 


This is regrettable, but t 
give the reader a fair se 


= 


nprocessed voices as t 
straight from the heart, 
anguish. They are partia 


hat is the way things are. There is enough here to 
nse of the issues on all sides of the political divide. 


The strength of this collection lies in its contemporaneity, catching 


he events were unfolding in Fiji. Many pieces are 
expressing bewilderment, frustration, anger and 
|, in both senses of the word. As they have to be. 


onetheless, they will 
interpretative edifice. Th 


@ 


ay 2001 


orm an indispensable building block of a future 
e collection is offered to the readers in that spirit. 


rij V. Lal and Michael Pretes 


FIJICOUP.COM 


Brij V. Lal 


I met Bruce Hill only recently, but | feel | have known him for a long 
ime. Now managing a public radio station in Melbourne, Bruce was for 
many years with Radio New Zealand's Pacific program. Once a month or 
so, he would ring me to talk about Fiji, get my assessment of the situation 
here, pass on anecdotal information he had. Our talk would be 
interspersed with banter and political gossip. So, when he rang me around 
9:30am on 19 May, | expected another casual conversation about Fiji. 
‘Have you heard?’ he asked. | hadn't. ‘Some thugs have marched into 
Parliament and hijacked the government.’ That was all he knew, but 


promised to get back soon. 


headed straight to the Fiji High Commission, whose own phone bank 
was clogged with callers, mostly Fiji people living in Australia. They had 
heard a brief report on the morning radio. The High Commissioner, Ratu 
soa Gavidi, an urbane man of moderate views, was as non-plussed as 
was, though not his deputy Rusiate Korovusere, who would later be 
remanded in custody for openly supporting the coup leader, George 
Speight. Over cups of tea we measured our concern, and waited for more 
news. Nothing came. We then decided to ring the Australian Foreign 
Affairs Department whose secure communication links with Suva provided 
more detail. Ten armed men, of unknown identity, had taken the Prime 
inister hostage, perhaps the Parliament itself. That was all they knew. 


By the time | returned to my office around midday, concerned 
colleagues were milling in the corridors outside my office, wanting more 
information, expressing sympathy, shaking their heads in bewildered 
frustration, most knowing that a major part of my life’s work faced the 
danger of premature derailment. 


Fijilive is — and has been for sometime — our lifeline to Fij 
new: there was no internet in 1987, the time of the first two coups. Fiji’s 
unfolding drama was being relayed to the wor 
is the great democratiser: everyone is reading the 
background pieces, important documents and 
these sources would disappear f 
spect, to future researchers. 
rom Fijilive: ‘Seven civilians armed with A 

inister and Cabinet 

ent. One man is standin 
hots were fired but it is 
hurt.’ Those words brought bac 
ail to describe my sense of anquish a 


I Su 
come 
Prime 
Parliam 
Some s 


Nn 


rd 
Mo 
violence-threa 
Taukei Movem 
People’s Coaliti 
reported rejoic 
specially hired 
youth, returnin 
across central Suva, ston 
nowhere in sight. Fear a 
in overflowing taxis and 
that it is much worse this ti 


Wo 


ing, dan 
rucks. La 


ing 
nd 


As night descends on 
Drunken hooligans take ma 
shops. The looting contin 
caught on camera helping 
television sets, cameras, ca 


re news comes later. Readers are in 
ening protest march organ 
ent to present 
on governmen 
cing to 
ter that afternoon, a rough, rag 
g from the par 
sho 
pani 
buses. The scene is reminiscent of 1987, except 
me. 


d 


h 
rt 


tters into their own 
ues well into the 


d in real ti 


rom the screen within a 


in 
g 


isters in the upper c 


formed of t 
ised by the 
a petition to the Presid 
. Groups of Fijian men 
the tune of reqgae mu 


same tex 
policy speeches. Many of 


The first announcement of t 


at the gate and not letting 
not clear at this stage whether anyone is 
o my mind what | had heard in 1987. 
nd disappoin 


. This 


The 
th 


me. 


1 


week or so, lo 


nam 


anyone 


tment. 


recen 
ent against t 
and women a 
sic b 


iamentary complex at V 
p windows, 
c seize the ci 


ty as people 


ag band of Fiji 
ieuto, rampag 


rashing the streets. Police are 


aring from 


1S 


internet 
e same 


st, 


he Fiji crisis 
-47s have locked the 
ber of Fij 


i's 
in. 


he long-planned 
tly revived 


ne 
re 


an 
es 


clear out of Su 


Vd 


n empty, frightened city, the place erupts. 


emselves, picking 
ing their loot in trolleys, on t 


hands, looti 
night. Whole families are 
and choosi 


ng and torchi 


ng cl 


heir shoulders, 


vans. The image of a young Fijian boy in the back of a pickup van, grinni 
at the camera, with a large television set wobbly on his 


the mind. ‘Family shoppin 
reporter. Suva is covered i 


glass and discarded dama 


g 
n black smoke, its streets litte 
ged goods. Grieving, distraug 


is what one man cheerful 


nees, lingers 
ly tells a forei 


othes, toy 


red with broke 
ht shop owner 


ng 


a) 


n 


g 


a D> > So. 5 


weep amidst the charred remains of their life’s work. Shops will be 


re-buil 
error a 


For the next 
he par 
on mats clapping 
men and wome 
supporters. Com 
appare 
up by t 
police an 
police fo 
a permanent sm 
ds forth regula 
his gift of the 


1 


d the a 


Eager to stag 
presence as a Fiji 
Midday Show is t 


was just beginnin 
are better at pred 


Who was Geo 


and shelves wil 


ew weeks 
iamentary complex. Women singing and dancing, 
n loite 


nt ease with wh 
he military. The 
rmy in 
rce strangely d 
irk on 


hority. He is no Rabuka. He 


d 


ttentio 
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p 
drinking ya 
fing, t 
ators 


qona, t 


men 


the unfoldin 


his face, his b 
fly ab 
gab a 


so jars, his pr 
is, in f 
e its own co 
expert, a Co- 
he first to ca 


up, m 


group 


g to recover. How 
icting the past than 


rge Speight? Did | k 


met him in 1997 when my fellow 


Vakatora, and | h 
there the essence 


ad gone to Brisba 
of our report. Afte 


grinning, had em 


braced me and sai 


he terrorising of foreig 
overseas express bewilder 
ich coup supporters breach 
re is open speculation abo 


isabled. George Speight, b 


out his mission. He is banteri 


architect of 
|, seeking a 
events. Is it a coup? No, | say, this is not 
barracks, and no recognisable 
a hijack of Parliament, | say, t 
Surely the lessons of 1987 had been learn 
ventured, would like to revisit that dark 


he crisis like 


once again be re-stocked, but the memory of 
nd pillage will scar their lives forever. 


n shifts to the carnival atmosphere at 
people sitting 
rom /ovo fires, young 
n journalists by coup 

ment at the 
rity cordon set 
e complicity of the 
army is divided, the 
htly dressed, wearing 
in the camera lights, 
ng, slick, a salesman; 
acking conviction and 
rst enemy. 


y university alerts the media to m 

he 1997 Fiji Cons 
n instant take on 
987. The army 
aimed credit for t 
y to be over by the weekend. 
ed. No one in their right mind, 
period, from which the country 
wrong | turned out to be. Historians 
divining the future. 


now him, or of him? | did, | said. | had 
Constitution Commissioner, Tomasi 
ne to explain to the Fiji community 
r the talk, Speight, athletic, articulate, 
d, ‘Doc, this is a brilliant report. The 


he blue smoke f 


th 
ut 
he 
rig 
ng 


e secu 
th 
g mayhem. T 


ald pate shini 


onouncements 
act, his own wo 


y 
itution. ABC's 
he unfolding 
is still in the 
he deed. It is 


1 
has c 


only thing wrong with it is that you did not recommend dual citizenship.’ 
| later realised the self-interest that prompted his remark. Speight, living in 
Australia, wanted to have it both ways. | was not against the idea, 


| responded, but it had to apply to all Fiji citizens, not only to the 


indigenous community, as some Fi 


my wife, 
Eng 
people lik 
Trying 
calling Ge 
reported 


businessman’, a 


Speight h 
with 
that a 


ish language, his presence and 
im, Fiji would be a much better place,’ she m 


broken 
thoug 
government, Speight had 
and the Hardwood 


was likewise impressed with 


eh 


to 
orge Speight a ‘g 
business activity 
nd that description 
left behind him, wherever 
promises, failed deals, shady 
h well connected and with 
been dumped 


in several cou 


ad 


stuck. | was not wrong or 


powerful pa 
as chairman 
Corporations. Personal and pecuniary interests, rather 


jian submissions demanded. Padma, 


Speight, his command of the 


his vision for Fiji. ‘If only we had more 


USed. 


understand his background, some people in the media began 
lobal businessman’. This was in 


rence to his 
ht a ‘failed 
malicious. 
path littered 
later to learn 
the Rabuka 
the Fiji Pine 


refe 
ntries. | called Speig 


he had worked, a 
transactions. | was 
rons in 
of both 


more than a well-defined political philosophy, drove Speight. He was the 


front man 


politicians, ultranationalists, the riders 
blic scrutiny. 


now facin 


The A 
floodgate 


called, m 
questions, 
phy, the 1997 Consti 
stations were cashing in on a 
seeking my quick 
own prejudices or understand 


demogra 


for an assortment of other in 


g the prospect of pu 


. Radio stations from around 


any several times 


The 
ding 


ution. 
n unfo 


Live inte 


presenters ask q 
sometimes imposing interpretations on 
been said or intended. But it is too late to correct: the p 
to other pressi 


media be 
The n 


large a better, more complex, nuanced, u 


rviews on comm 
uestions but then put t 


issues of the day. Over 
g their questions to ge 


ng 
usin 


tter, 


ewspd 


erests, | told 
of the gravy trains of the 1990s 


ake on the events, seeing Fiji through the 
ings of ‘indigenous’ and 
ercial stations are a dangerous 
he 


per coverage is different. Unlike 1987, there is by a 


he media, defeated 


BC interview, done while the gun was still smoking, opened the 
he country, as well 
and at odd hours. Some asked probing 
but most sought elementary information about Fiji, its politics, 


as overseas, 


nd television 
he dramatic, 
prism of their 
other such issues. 
terrain. The 
ir own ‘spin’ on my answers 
one’s words beyond what had 
resenters move on 
learn to ‘play’ the 
S across. 


commercial radio a 
story, highlighting 


= 


ime, though, | 
my own poin 


nd 
nderstanding of the issues in Fiji. 


The Fijian crisis is no longer portrayed solely as a racial issue. This crisis, 


we learn, is mo 
various Groups 
a sca 
Ratu 
unthinkable. Th 
against a gove 
uprising against 
blessed by the 
a Parliament d 
sympathy for th 
he guns are on 
achieved throug 


Several ma 


besieged parlia 


what was act 


reporters go bey 
rori 
ma 


of people ter 
harrowing hu 


shopkeepers see 


young men ar 
behind unset 


Another d 
internet. Te 
communicatio 
with which in 
else, enabling 
Speight, we 
day’s 


re about a fight for power and political supremacy among 


of indigenous Fijians, in which Indo-Fijians are used as 


pegoat. Speight’s real target is the easte 
Mara about whom Speig 
e 1987 coup was believable 
rnment dominated by Indo-Fiji 
ing, against a Constitution 


an experiment 


Great Council of Chiefs and 


ominated by i 


e Indo-Fijians among many reporters who kn 
the other side, a people whose only crime is t 


ht is openly d 


that was wor 


rm 
sparaging. This was once 


d 


U 


ndigenous Fij 


h decades of hard work. 


m 


ifference between 1987 
the fa 
n invention, revolutionary a 
ormation could be con 
people to follow up the b 
earn, browses through the 
interviews. Fijilive is the main sou 
documents, indispensable to lay readers and professionals ali 
sites spring up in Hawaii, Vancouver, Auckland a 


years ago, 


Ue 


d 
ile 
nd 
veyed. 
rea 


csim 


d 


jor Australian newspapers have their own repor 
ground. Unlike the television journalists who set their sig 
entary complex, presenting a distorted pic 
ually happening in the country at large, the 
ond Suva to the countryside, focusing on 
sed by Speight’s supporters. They write 
n casualties of the tragedy. The pictures o 
shacks, of people weeping as they pi 
ing shelter behind s 
med with knives and s 
ing images that contin 


ck up the pieces, of fri 
huttered windows, of menaci 
icks ready to go ona ra 
o haunt. 


nd 2000 is the ad 
machine wa 
mind-boggling 
But the i 
king sto 
internet as 
rce of info 


hierarchy represented by 


s an indigenous uprising 
ans. Speight’'s coup is an 


nanimously approved by 
ns. Often there is open 
ow that all 
heir success 


ers on the 
hts on the 
ure about 
newspaper 
he plight 
bout the 
burnt ti 
ghten 


t 
a 


ng 
mpage, leave 
vent of the 
he latest 
the speed 
something 
ime. Even 
res for the 
nterviews, 
e. Other 
nd Sydney, carrying 


S 
in 
nternet is 
ry in real 
he prepa 
rmation, i 


Stories, opinion pieces and editorials from around the world. Chat sites 


mushroom, enabling people with assumed names from around the globe 


to express their thoughts and opinions, vent their fr 


engage in racial abuse. 


The 


tha 
eng 


knowledge base, b 


visi 
poli 
easi 
academy i 
informed 


current fashion favours s 


s to the count 
tical figures the 
ly than some ot 


s Moving 
by a dee 


research. All this is 


rationalis 
substitute 


A yea 
Speight, in 
Indian ind 


to find su 
political pa 
and wants 


elections scheduled for Aug 


m. But | h 
for sustained, sensi 


r later, F 
carcerate 


entured immigra 
delayed ostensibly 


icient ev 
rty comp 
his unco 


reconciliat 


pardoned. But genuine reco 
what happened, and why, is fully unders 
history does not repeat itse 


The interim military-backed administration is engaged in 


vote-buying spree among the Fijian voters, promulgating policies and 


(load. The real ch 
structing a cohe 
ise as a historia 
Fijian history an 


uilt u 


begin to realise for the first time how truly wi 
re is information ove 
mass of information, con 
is where my exper 
aged in research on 
more recently as a parti 


n comes in 


ry and an 
re, helps 
her commentators. Ye 


acquainta 


t, | realise t 


away from investing 
p knowledge of a co 
ho 
necessary, 
ope tha 


| suppose, 
this wi 
ive eng 


age 
iji's politi 
d on Nukulau Isla 
nts — is st 
because the prosecuti 
idence to convict him 
rising Spei 
nditional release so t 


ion, wan 


the past forgiven a 


If 


rt-term, project-d 


in long-ter 
untry’s cult 
riven 
in these ha 


d politics for 
cipant in its constitutional developments. That 
p over a long period, and in 
nce with so 
me separate matters o 


ustration and anger, 


red-up the world is. 


allenge is to make sense of this 
rent, context 


ualised picture. And 
o play. | have been 
two decades now, 


ormed by frequent 
me of the leading 
moment far more 
at the culture in the 
m academic projects 
ure and history. The 
, outcome-oriented 
rd days of economic 


Il be a passing 


ment. 


cal problems remain 
nd — once the quarantine station for 
ill awaiting trial fo 
ng authorities 


of the high 


ght supporters has named 
hat he can sta 
ust 2001. Others, speakin 
together, the coup perpetrato 
nciliation will come only after t 


ood by the 


phase. There is no 


unresolved. George 
r treason, the case 
have been unable 
arge. A new Fijian 
him its president, 
nd for the general 
g in the name of 
[S 
he truth of 
Fiji so that 


ch 


people o 


a massive 


programs which, it knows only so well, have failed in the past. The dream 


ew Fijian poli 


roblem of fra 
rovincial and regiona 
ision for their 
because ‘it is thei 
he country out of its p 
The Indo-Fijians a 
confront 
expiring, 
terms. The sugar indus 
faces a bleak future 


uprooted and made t 
leaving for other sho 
country can ill-afford 


0 
n 

p gmentation whic 
dominated governments in the 
p 

V 


| rivalries, 


resent morass. 


ing the problems facing them. Their lea 
and they wonder whether these wil 


ry, which has sustained 
in a globally competit 
o feel unwanted, the 

res, taking with them 
to lose. Those who ca 


children will. Meanwhi 
and drifting. So much 
words of T.S. Elliot: 


For our ow 
But the tor 
Unqualified 
People cha 


e, the country is maroo 
potential, so many m 


be 
gen 
ive 
Dest 
skil 
nnot 


(a>) 


indigenous Fijian political unity is as unrealistic now as it ever was. A 
ical party is born virtually every week, exace 
h had caused the downfal 
past. Fijian leaders are embroiled in 
bereft of a larger, overarchi 
people and for the country as a whole. They want power 
r turn at the helm’, not because they have a 


rbating the 
| of Fijian- 


ng national 


plan to take 


re also divided over the means and methods of 


ses of native land are 
renewed, and on what 
erations of Indo-Fijians 


7 


economy. Emotionally 


and the brightest are 
s and experience the 
leave hope that their 


ned 


issed opportunities. In 


in the shallows, divided 


he 


n past is covered by the currents of action, 
ment of others remains an experience 

, unworn by subsequent attrition. 
nge, and smile: but the agony abides. 


The Dry Salvages 


THE SUN SET 
AT NOON TODAY 


Br 


ij V. Lal 


1. Fiji: The Gathering Storm 


‘Trust is like a mirror,’ says Apisai Tora, Fijian nationalist leader from 
, it can’t be restored.’ It is arresting 
imagery, but coming from Tora, it sounds incongruous. Mr Tora is a veteran 
mber of virtually every political party in 
Fiji in a mercurial career spanning four decades. His latest handiwork is the 
ational Unity, which fought the recent 
f Mahendra Chaudhry’s Fiji 
our Party. Two of its four members in Parliamen 


western Viti Levu. ‘Once broken 


party-swapper, having been a me 


spectacularly mis-named Party of 


b 
abinet. Mr Tora wants them out, 
d 


Minister. Nothing less will do. 


r Tor 


ja’) 


acks political credibil 


general election in coalition with Prime Ministe 


ians came as slaves, and they are now ou 
New Zealand a few days ago. Fiji, he says, should 


and he wants Cha 


r masters,’ he told Radio 


t are in the current 
udhry to go as well. 


have a Fijian Prime 


ity, but he is not the only Fijian leader 


attacking the Chaudhry government. Another is the opposition leader, 
Ratu Inoke Kubuabola, coup strategist, Taukei Movement stalwart, a reluctant 
supporter of the present Constitution, and currently the chair of the 


Cakaudrove Provincial Council. 


His province has passed a vote of no 


confidence in the government, and is likely to be followed by others in 


a carefully orchestrated campaign 
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process. But now that Rab 


uka is out of politics, the task of forging 


a common ground among the Coalition partners, with their own agendas 
and ambitions, is proving more difficult. 


An important reason for 
was its electorally appealing 


and economic reform. The party and its partners pron 


wholesale structural reform 
disadvantaged, and introduce 
other similar promises. The p 
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will not do the clock any good. 


Lessons of the past will have to be learnt anew. In the words of one sage, 
‘The best prophet of the future is the past’. 


2. Damaged Democracy 


Fiji is a damaged, divided democracy. George Speights dramatic 
intervention has dislocated the process of political reconciliation, severely 


strained race relations, and shattered t 
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on the fringe of indigenous politics, 
politicians defeated at the last elections keen to settle 
assortment of people from various social and ethnic 
rode the gravy train of the 1990s, but whose prospects 
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Elements of the military, too, are involved, especially members of the 


crack Counter Revolutionary 
after the 1987 coups. Their 
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The abrogation of Fiji's 1997 Constitution has saddened me immensely. 


Part of the reason is personal. As a member of the three-man Fiji 
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Constitution Review Commission, | had a small hand in devising it. Our 
report was a comprehensive document based upon the most extensive 


consultation in Fiji, a 
arrangements of juri 
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decisively, to prevent a catastrophe they knew well was coming. 


Allegations of comp 
investigated 
Fijian army of today 
of integrity and pro 
ranks infected by the dead 
longer and martial 
and personal loyal 
too far- 
provincial militia. | 
security of the state, and 
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Meanwhile, Fiji drifts, divided and uncertain, into uncharted waters. An era 
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h, where they have lived for four to f 
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lonial Sugar Refining Company's vast planta 


ive years contract ended, most settled down to a life of agriculture. They 


although they drive the engine of the cou 


economy. The thirty-year leases they occupy are expirin 
ooking remote or taking place at exorbitant rentals. And 
hey face the stark prospect of political disenfranchisement and unequa 
citizenship, and that, too, for one, and one reason only: 
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One dead and the other powerless to be born. 
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AN HISTORIC VIEW 
OF FIJI 


Hugh Laracy 


Let me begin on a personal note. In mid-afternoon on 14 May 1987 


| was hurrying a 
a newspaper bi 
Curious but not concerned, th 


long William Street in Sydney when I caught a glimpse of 
Iboard that | thought carried the words ‘Coup’ and ‘Fiji’. 
inking that | had either misread the notice or 


that it meant something other than what a literal reading would suggest, 
on to the news-stand on the next corner. There, the reading of a 
newspaper confirmed that what | thought — or merely hoped? — had not 


| carried 


happened, had 


in fact happened. 


The month-old, democratically elected government of Timoci Bavadra 


had in fact been overthrown by armed rebels. Despite being a professional 
of Pacific affairs and a regular visitor to Fiji since 1966, | was 
surprised by this dramatic turn of events, 
unpredictable but because, on the cont 
possibility that, hoping against hope, one had long feared but had hoped 
erred not to contemplate. Fo 


student 
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commun 


the past. 


group o 


al division in Fiji’s history tha 
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rary, it was the realisation of a 
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y [2000] George Speight and a 
ns presumed to overthrow the 


t by an act of terror putatively 
nous Fijian sector of the nation’s 
disappointment than as a surprise. 


fault li 


nes that can be a source of tensions 
among Fiji's peoples, as shelves of books can testify, but those divisions 
are also susceptible to being dis 


orted, magnified and perversely exploited 


by miscreants and the misguided, especially among the Fijians. George 
Speight is a case in point. 


began incurring 


its sad plight he 
he likewise sym 


Consequent 


designed to preserve the Fijian 


needed to susta 
rom India. The 


prejudices of Spei 
its overt supporters, the Fijians’ debt to the Indians 
hat debt in 1875, a year after Britain, accepting Ratu 
Cakobau’s second offer of secession, agreed to annex Fiji as a colony. 
Returning from a visit to Sydney, Cakobau and his two sons brought 
h them, and in the space of a few months over 30,000, 
n Arthur Gordon, the 


blish the colonial 


measles back wit 
a fifth of the population, died from the disease. Whe 
irst resident governor, arrived in June 1875 to esta 
regime, he was therefore confronted with an ailing people; one which in 
is day, with which 


and. To this end, in order to prov 
o service the European-owned plantations, which sup 
in the government and its policies, he imported labourers 


in 1911. By 1920, when the last of the labour 


ikened to the Scottish peasantry of h 
pathised. 


y Gordon, and his ally John Thursto 


irst of them arrived on the Leonidas in 


n, framed poli 
population, to keep its society and 
raditional culture intact and to maintain their ownership of the bulk of the 
ide the supply of cheap labour required 
plied the revenues 


contracts had expired, over 


here. In the wo 
human subsidy 
had not been ea 


position through 


own account (usually on leasehold land). 


60,000 Indians had been brought to Fiji, and many o 
rds of one historian, JD Legge, they represented ‘a kind o 


Ironically, the Indian community at which Speight’s animosity 
is primarily directed has been the saviour of the Fijian people. Despite the 
ght's sympathisers, a group which extends well beyond 
is incalculable. They 


cS 


1879 and the las 


them had settled 


to Gordon's Fijian welfare policy’. Life on the plantations 
sy for them, ‘narak’ (‘hell’) they called it in Hindi, nor was 


it always much better after 1920. Still the Indians strove to improve their 


education, by going into business and by farming on their 


An unyielding pattern had, however, been set. As early as 1875 Lord 
Salisbury, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, had decreed that any 
Indian settlers who had completed their labour contracts ‘will be in all 
respects free men, with privileges no whit inferior to those of any other 
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class of Her Majesty's subjects resident in 


the Colonies’. While Indians, then, 


might be entitled to — and expect — parity with other citizens, that 


entitleme 
to the cou 
is, Gordon 
people, th 
Indians o 
instance, 


nt was consistently limited in Fij 
nter principle of maintaining ‘ 
‘s policy of providing privilege 
e Taukei, prevailed. If in the ga 


following a government deci 


scholarshi 


me o 
ten won it was always through th 
sion 

ps to the University of the South Pac 


needed 261 marks to win a sch 
mark had to come down to 216 


More directly relevant to the current messy situa 


readiness of Fijians to find 


arrangements. Led by Ratu Mara, the 


Fiji’s first government on t 
Mara had only agreed to 
constitution contained a ger 


Uga 


of t 
em 
The 
Par 
the 


nda, had also hoped t 
he Ind 


ned 


ryma 


hat | 


barrass the compromisin 
Fijian 


larg 


olarshi 


or their quota to be fil 


adva 


tainm 


i by the administration’s adherence 
he pri 


macy of Fijian interests’. That 
protection for the indigenous 
the survival of the fittest the 
eir own efforts. In 1977, for 
o reserve 50 per cent of its 
ific for Fijian students, Indians 


p whe 


ntage 


Fijian-based Allia 


ent of 


accept independence on 
nder in favour of 
were some among the Fijians who, aware of wh 
ndependence migh 
ians from Fiji. The strength of that sen 
g Mara, was seen in the election of April 1 
vote was split by the rise of the explicit 
y led by Sakeasi Butadroka. Accordingly, the Allia 
Parliament, leaving the Indian-based Nationa 
est group there — and hence the potential govern 


reas for Fijians the qualifying 
ed. 


tion has been the 
in skewed constitutional 
nce Party provided 
independence in 1970. But 
condition that th 
he Fijians. Even so, the 
at Idi Amin had done 
bring the expulsio 
ent, and its ability to 
977. 
ationalist 
jority in 


œ 


im 


racist Fijian 
nce lost its major 
Federation Party as the 
ment. Four days later, 


y 


though, when its leader Siddiq Koya went to Government House to 


be sworn in, the Governor-General in 
re-appointed Mara, 


Sep 


Indi 


natural leader of the 
of the Fijian leadership to assure its following tha 
government would not have the constitutional power to interfere wi 


Fijians’ land ownership or with their valued social an 


tember returned 


an feeling among 


ara and the Allian 
events of April carried grave portents. 
some Fijians, the i 
nation and, possib 


They 


ormed him 
o form a minority government. A new electio 
ce with a secure majority, but the 


that he had already 


nin 


revealed the depth of a 


nclination of Mara that he was the 
y most rep 


rehensibly, the neq 
t an Indian-controlled 


d cultural institution 


mn 


Given the lofty insouciance of the Alliance, little had changed by Apri 


1987 when the Fijian vote again split, this 


urbanised, professionally trained and better educated Fijians making 


common cause with the self-reliant Indian 


coa 


met with protests from unruly mobs approp 


taukei, and interpreting Mara's fall from 
pride and to their presumption of untram 
responsible for maintaining law and ord 
to take firm action to suppress the taukei, 
under then Lieutenant Colonel Rabuka di 
and established military rule. With 
appears to have been indifferent to the 
an invitation to join Rabuka’s Ca 
itself a republic, Mara 
These interim ar 
under a new Constitution tha 
government, but with Ra 
President, came to power. 

International pressure a 


Ww 
a 

el 
on 
ad 
Th 
an 


m 


iS 
d 


especially the responses to 


eve 
exp 


ithin Fiji cal 
ection Rabu 


ministration 


ition government led by Dr Timoci Bavad 
riating the name and status o 


ed, however, 
ore democratic one. Tha 
a 


Chaudhry’ g 


action ca 
those of various private 
it wit 
Speight’s attack on the Parlia 
nts just outlined in various 


onent of the extreme anti-Ind 


po 
me 
er | 


sm 


ime with many of the more 


s. Thus, a Labour-Federation 
ra came to power, only to be 


wer as a blow to their racial 


led sovereignty. The agencies 
n the society were unwilling 
so a month later the army 


issed the elected government 
in a few hours of the coup Mara, who 


unru 
binet. In December, when Fiji declared 
again accepted appointment as Prime Minister. 
rangements lasted until 1992. Then, following elections 
vitiated the Indian vote, a civilian 
buka now as Prime Minister and Mara as 


was defeated by his Indian rival Mahen 
19 May 2000 after a year of efficient and honest, if 
overnment was forcibly disr 
n be interpreted in the light of Speight’s 
interest groups, but its wide 
hin Fiji, are to be found 


ment fits into the patte 
ways. Most obviously, he is the 
ian position aired in the mid-1970s 
rhetoric of Fijian nationalism by Butadroka. Then, there is the assumpt 


liness of the taukei, accepted 


nd also, it should be noted, reasoned voices 
for the 1990 Constitution to be replaced with 
was duly enacted in 1999, and in the ensuing 


dra Chaudhry. But 
at times brusque, 
upted by Speight. 
personal agendas 
r significance, and 
in a fuller context. 


rn of the his 


orica 
lates 
in the 
ion O 


a Fijian entitlement to paramountcy that has become embedded both in 
official policy and in common Fijian thought. Then there is the Vicar-ofBray-like 
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adaptability of Ma 


as it is 
exclud 
than ri 


expected to show 


was th 
him ca 


ra, 
Fijian. Then 
ed, and which 
sk shedding th 


fry out his hija 


of Fiji 
Great 
that fr 


gamble wou 


decis 


an soc 
Counci 


And such 
has not yet released 
ive action ag 
demand for a 


| of Chie 
om the sta 


there is the 


similarly de 


ck he cou 
iety exten 


seems to 


ever ready to bend to the prevailing breeze, as long 


army, from which Ind 


ians have long been 


in 1987 preferred to topple the government rather 


e blood of Fijian rioters, and 
icate and partisan 


have been the case. Fou 
his hostages, and the auth 
ainst him. Mara has resigned 
n amnesty and for the abrogation of the Cons 


wh 


ble 


after co 


Meanwhile, the rebel leader's supporters have burned a 


and houses, ra 


have even murdered 


not prepared to 


him; a 
which 
of the 


circum 


INCONS| 


Speigh 


in the 


of many of them 
economic syste 
of which were finely balanced. 
philosophy which underpinned the broadly comfortable conditi 
that prevailed there. By denouncing democra 
a sneer also commonly heard from indigenous nationalists elsewhere in 


Speight claim 


nd Speight 


stances, i 
stent with a 
‘s adventure. 


interests of t 


m, t 


disown 
himse 


with S 
was an egregiously 


s, with dubious al 


peig 


measure of con 


rui 
he indigenou 


e for many — 
ht but disagreed with his m 
mild rebuke. Indeed, it is no 
ivance, at least in 


n 


he social struct 


mili 


Dut 


sm, to ha 


ped Indian women and destroyed Indi 
a policeman. Yet the 
his enterprise; 

f is not afraid t 
he has occupied. All this is sadly pred 
Great Council, spo 
he sympathised 


political 
challen 


cy as a 


average chance 


r weeks a 
orities have still not taken 
ng Speight’s 
itution. 
nd pillaged shops 
rty; and 
of Chiefs is sti 
aternise with 
he Parliame 
ictable. Rabuka, the preside 
not all — Fijians in saying that 
ethods. In th 


Great Counci 
ary personnel 
o venture outside 


ve acted on be 
s Fijians. Yet, despite the 
to believe him, he has not only severely desta 
ure and 
He has also 


ter the h 


ncedi 


an prope 


= 


directly so, 


order 


foreign 


half of and 
readiness 
bilised the 
of Fiji, al 
ged the politica 
ons of li 
ideology, 


ich in 2000 could be 
sensibilities. Then there 
e knowledge that with some unequivocally disloyal soldiers to help 
d count on the sympa 
ding from the taukei rab 
s. Considering such factors a 
rt Speight had a better than 
Id succeed. 


hy of a cross-section 
in the streets to the 
s these, it becomes clear 
hat his 


ijack he 


nt 
nt 


E 


in 


e 


the Pacific, and by elevating indigeneity to be the source of 


what amounts 


to a divine right to rule, he has activated other social faultlines besides the 


Fijian-indian one. 


Democracy is a system that enjoins respect for (or, at least, resignation 


to) such things as restraint, tolerance, inclusiveness, egalitarianism 


acceptance of variety and co-existence with ‘otherness 


assault on this system, Speight has raised issues that a peaceful Fiji would 


ri 


ow, in his 


1 


be advised to be reticent about. These are such matters as the fissures 
between the western (Melanesianised) chieftainships and the eastern 


(Polynesianised) ones, those between urbanised and rura 


| Fijians, those 


between chiefs and commoners, those between young and old, those 
between traditionalists and modernisers, and those between people who 


wish to see their lands profitably cultivated and others wh 
to assert ownership of them. Talk of a western Fijian i 


o merely wish 
ndependence 


movement, reviving memories of the Western United Front of the early 


1980s, is a symptom of these divisions. So, too, are the d 


have hindered the established authorities in coming to a co 
how to handle Speight. And so, too, is Speight’s ability to 
playing cat-and-mouse with them, while so many of his su 


ifficulties that 
nsensus about 
spend so long 
pporters seem 


determined to bring Fiji to a state of barbarism and for the farms to revert 


to bush. 


f there is an argument about democracy in all this, it is 


not that Fiji is 


not ready for democracy, or is unsuited to it, but that it needs it in order to 
avoid the disruption that is likely to flow from any enshrinement 
of indigenous sovereignty. Those indigenous innocents from Fiji's Pacific 
neighbours, not least of these from New Zealand, who have endorsed 
Speight’s claims out of sympathy for what they see as an indigenous 
cause, would be well advised to revise their opinions about what he has 
accomplished. For in attacking the Indians, whose habits of industry have 


contributed more than any other factor to the nation’ 


s commercial 


economy and to the growth of a local professional class, he is attacking 
people whose historic role in Fiji has been to benefit the Fijians — as 


Governor Gordon intended. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE 
CIVILIAN COUP IN FIJI 


Tevita B 


aleiwaga 


| stepped on to the Fenner Hall shuttle at 11:07 on the morning 
of 19 May 2000. | stopped short on the door when | heard the 11 o'clock 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation news, ‘...there is an unconfirmed 


report of a coup in Fiji!’ But as the shuttle turned on to Northbourn 


Avenue, the newsreader confirmed that Mahendra Chaudhry and hi 


Cabinet had been taken hostage. 
a personal reflection on this crisis. 


This paper reflects on the coup 
operation. The coup operation, from 
be detailed and presented as a discu 
governments. But the subject of 
Republic of Fiji, is pregnant with a 


| was shocked but excited. Thi 


in Fiji. The coup itself was a stra 
the drawing board to execution, 
ssion paper on the subject of topplin 


he coup, the Labour government of th 
| categories of issues for discussion. 


Therefore in this reflection, | prefer to select current issues within the Fijia 


section of the population in Fiji, 
place. | do not intend to judge th 


iS 


e 
S 


C 
n 
g 
e 


which directly forced this coup to tak 
e coup as right and wrong, for what 


done cannot be undone. Furthermo 
can be used as issues for reflecti 


reflection. | will therefore reflect on 
crisis. Do not judge me as a pr 


twinge each individual citizen in Fiji is going through. 


| called the General Secreta 
Reverend Laisiasa Ratabacaca, a 


[y 


on, like the 
| have chosen issues which are institutional 


re, there are many experiences whic 
hostages’ experiences, ye 


rather than personal for m 


Ta oD 


o> 


momentary angst deduced from thi 
esumptuous Stoic, for | am conscious of th 


of the Methodist Church in 


nx 


e 


Fiji, the 
nd asked him of the Church’s point of 


view regarding the coup. He gave me a rainbow answer, assuring me that 


this turmoil will soon be over for a new era of Fijian history to be born. 


| base my selection of issues on that eternal rain 


in Suva, and not on the temporal flood wh 


bow from Epworth House 
ich overflowed only for 


40 nights. The civilian coup in Fiji happened when | was working on the 


Reverand John Hunt and Joeli Nau’s legends of 

and the successive flood at Nakauvadra. It wa 
ji waged war with one another. Th 
y, but the birth of chief 


chiefs of Fi 
have a rainbow in the s 
become the institution of hope for the Fijia 
he legend. | will not deviate into 
er to refresh my mind with current 
complete my chapter 


moral to t 


thesis. | pre 


| return to 
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e 


ncerned. The chief 


y 


e chiefs. These con 


tury. Rewa, for instance, had bee 
iti Levu and adjac 
ed as the po 
e mid-nineteenth ce 
n chiefs, to be called 
Maa 
ent. Even though t 
the nineteenth century, 
within the modern Fijian socie 
na, Burebasaga a 


emerg 
u in th 
nua and Enele 
governm 
beyond 


ubu 
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In Kubun 


adavu and 


orm of addressi 
aries in this article. 
chiefs by Ratu before their personal n 


re Kubuna, of wh 
; and the 1 
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ñ 
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iSSU 


Ng 
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in Fiji are d 
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the Tovata 
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vout'itonga’s effor 
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refer to address Fij 
my respect for the 
ivided in 
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lovata, under t 
ederacies existed before 
n acknowledg 
ent islands of Va 


to 


amalga 


onal po 


nd Tovata, there a 
, there is Tailevu, Naitasiri, Ra, Lomaivi 
sists of the provin 
parts of Ba. The 


ces of Rewa, Nad 
Tovata confederacy consisted 
cuata and Lau. The structure of the ch 
province. In Tailevu for instance, there exist three 
y Bau, Verata and Nakelo. Ra consisted of four 


Id be a go 


y names and Fij 


o three ma 
head 
he lea 


dership of 


s the politi 


t 
a 
ulele, Beqa a 


he nineteenth 
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he mythological civil war 
s an event whereby the 
flood did not 
y titles from that flood to 
society cou 
is subject 
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on Fiji divinity. 
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or it is in my 
ing Fiji before 
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he 


nd 
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en 
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chi 


efly districts, Saivou, Rakiraki, Nalawa and 


akorotubu. These 


confederacies and provinces formed the traditional basis of contemporary 


Fij 


Soqosoqo ni Vakavulewa ni Taukei, there is an in 
ian traditional and chiefly politics. 


combination of Fij 


Labour Party had 
general election 


year had gone wh 


voice of Fijian politica 
to be staged so early, 
though 


continue to 


mere fact of th 


Commissioner, 


ored hi 


The major ele 
misese Tuimac 


ign 


Ka 
Ilo 


where one replac 
eyes, the Head o 


that the Fijian opposition to th 
eep ‘Mahen’s nose to the 
my saying-so inclinations towards t 
ree public protest marches 
given to any analyst indication of someth 
Colonel Isikia Savua, was 
enough to cage it, but the then Prime 

s security assessment wa 


es a gove 


Constitution, then 


noses of two ran 


he coup can a 
most, therefore, was the toppling o 
king Fijian 


sacked, how can 


The issue of Fijian alarm at losing political control. 


ahend 


an politics. Beneath the modern politics of the Fijian political party, the 
erflow of a strong 


ra Chaudhry’s 


overwhelmingly claimed victory in the May 1999 


in relation to the 


ment of my surprise was not Mahend 
ilai Kapaiwai Mara, the Tui Nayau, a 
ilovatu, the Tui Vuda, as President a 
lloilovatu himself is a vasu to Cakaudrove. In a coup situa 
thought to be arroga 


rmen 
State remains una 
fect th 
3g 


bour government 
discontent. It rather surprised me that 


hose 


nings. 


in Fiji. The ruling Fijian political party 
coalition partner, the Indian-dominated National Federa 
ile in office, the La 


three public protes 


e Labour government in 
pressure. Hence 
protest marches in Suva. The 


ground’ by public 


in three mont 


ost, with its 


ion Party. Before a 
began to hear the 


the coup had 
ches. | had 
Fiji would 
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hs should have 


ing of this cali 
not surprised. 
inister Mahe 


fected. Unless you 


bre. The Police 
He was sharp 
ndra Chaudhry 


ra, but Ratu Sir 
nd Ratu Josefa 


nd Vice President respectively. Ratu 


tion, like in Fiji, 


nt in one’s own 


overthrow the 


e Head of State. Wh 


chiefs. O 


these two chiefs and the Constituti 


nce the executive 


at surprised me 


overnment under the constitutional 


government is 


on function? It 


surprised me that sentiments had reached this extreme stage where the 


proletariat had undermined the aristocrat’s constitutional foo 


| tried to regain my though 
of those who staged the coup. | did not know who they we 


ing. 


s and tried to place myself in the mind 


re really. There 


must have been a lot of recent political developments in Suva 
not know, apart from those news flashes released t 
web sites, Fijilive and Fiji Village. Even though surprised, | was thri 
news. It is now an exciting op 
al forces of Fiji 
em. This is a 
state vital or 
cal and social li 


after hearing the 
analyse latent soci 
this to reawaken th 
its heart and other 
of Fijian island politi 


The issue of racial politics. The co 


races in Fiji comma 
he question that a 
question on a larger 
d'état. The Fijian politica 
But to the Indo-Fijian po 
confrontation of the two e 
ormer Fijian Prime Minister 
and Sitiveni Rabuka, tried th 
were toppled through ballo 
with Indo-Fijians. When 


nded 
nimat 
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Fiji's po 
litical sca 
nds caused the c 


s, Ratu Sir Kam 
eir best to dea 


inister, came into powe 
hought that the ba 
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llot paper was too late. 
o be power sharing but power lost, even t 


more Fijia 
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resolved 
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ese conflicting poli 


i's dream, could h 
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in Parliament. The concept of multiracialis 
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ther chance for t 
ns; and especial 
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by Fijians who did not wa 
ahendra Cha 


the Fijians toppled him 


NO 
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in my view, can 


led first outside 
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need only an e 
nation to 
o review 
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udhry, an Ind 
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They saw that i 
ugh Mahe 
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m, which 


Par 


Indians are bili 


hat | do 


hrough the two news 


led also 
nkers to 
vent like 
examine 
he spirit 


s of the two major 
t are these ends? This is 
es my academic curiosity. Let me reflect on this 
e in order to contextualise the coup 
goal is total political control over their islands. 
pulation, it is political power sharing. The 
urrent crisis in Fiji. The two 
se Tuimacilai 
with these two ends but they 


Kapaiwai Mara 


o share power 
o-Fijian Prime 
force, on the 
was not going 


ra's Cabinet had 


be related or 
had been Ratu 
liament. In fact, 


rans 


rlia 


confli 


dnsw 


d 


i-lingu 


ndians. 


S 
e 
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at 
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er to the two politica 


identi 


yd 


The Fiji Parliament should 


m is a good base for multira 
the bilingualism of Ba a 
ntary language is English 


g ends. It should not be t 


cialism. The p 
nd Macuata 
but, under th 
be based on 


he forum where we try to fi 


roblem then was 
into a political 
e skin, it is Fijia 
the answer to t 


ends. The attempt to d 


nd people in Fiji's multiracia 


esign a common 


mix failed when first George Speig 


utur 
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and then Co 
The failure 
harmony in 
constituted 


The Fij 
of their isla 
want. Fiji 
of menta 
of political, 
o 
reefs. It is an 


ld 
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The norms of 


has his own se 


mmodore Frank Bai 
of the 1997 Consti 


tution. Hence their publ 


ore formed a term 
wi 
por 


ere 
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d historical id 
rivers, mountains, 
here is a sea arou 


Iso 


he vanua are expressed in Fijian natural hospitality 
embracing, caring and loving, and with the widest smile in the world. 
of customs and laws, which govern life and property. The 


h island mentalities. 
ant issue. Boundary is a compou 
eas. Bound 


nimarama abrogated the 1997 Constitution. 
ution does not mean the failure of racial 
Fiji. Fijians were not satisfied with how their political life was 
in the 1997 Consti 


ic protest. 


ns wanted to be respected in all levels of the government 
nd state. | have th 
is an ‘island state’ 
ty, boundary is an 
ious, geographical an 
nly cartographic lines but a 
island because 
Christian context, the Fijian view of humanity is an all-embracing tota 
This totality is expressed in the concept vanua, connected 


to identify what they 
n this kind 
nd 
aries are not 
seashores, islets and 
nd it. In this ‘island 
ity. 
ue. 


yet uniq 


He 


British colonial administration, by regulation and ordinance, preserved 


most of th 


The Fijians, | believe, 
cosmological totality. And neithe 
dians’ voting rights. They do acknowledge their 


citizenshi 
presence 
prefer all 
recourse to the Great Co 
Fijian in a Christian and 
their islands as well. Th 
Levu islands have been 
own approximately 83 p 
of the Head of State in 


p or deprival of 


and contribution 
politicians to respect Fij 


d 


In 


un 
an 
iS 
S 
er 


ese customs and laws. 


r will they try to 


. But when it comes to p 
ian customs and 
cil of Chiefs. All they wan 
island 


o not intend to isolate the Indo-Fijian from this 


orce a revocation of 
olitical power, Fijians 
aws, especially with 
is respect of what is 


situation. Viti is not only their land, but 


is all they 
urveyed, c 
cen 


have got. Both 


which governed these la 


Suva 
nds, a 


is on n 


Viti Levu and Vanua 


aimed and registered. Fijian tribes 
t of the Fijian landmass. Even the residence 
ative land. The customs and laws, 
re all according to Fijian customs. When the 


Labour government tried to play free politics, irrespective of customary 


laws and regulations and not conside 
of traditional boundaries, ta 


ing advantage of th 


ring the chiefly system, unconscious 


e supremacy of the 


Constitution over Customary Laws, which govern land ownership, the 


Fijians responded by public protests. Anglo-continental definit 
of democracy had to be redefined through island standards to g 


ion 
ive 


democracy its own unique island features. Fiji must be given the 


opportunity to redefine for itself this unique democratic mixture with 
outside interference. If it is not Fijian, it has no future in Fiji. If democr 
is the love of humanity, then Fijians are prepared for it, in their o 


out 
acy 
wn 


customs and traditions. But they will not forfeit their heritage in exchange 


for a democracy defined by another society. What Fiji is going through 


iS a 


constitutional crisis. The world should allow Fiji to shape its own definition 


of democracy. 


The issue of Fijian political leadership. This issue emerged when Fijians 
questioned Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka’s morality. It was never an issue 


until 1987. After Independence, Fijians saw in front of them th 


patriotism to these chiefs, especially to Ratu Kadavulevu and Ratu Pen 


soldiers who went on peace-keeping duties in the Middle East remem 
him for composing a song about them while they stood on duty. All th 


entered the Legislative Assembly and then into the Fiji 
succeeding one another as Governor-General and President of 


crisis, the end of the Mara dynasty, is a poignant axiom. The curr 
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For the 1997 Constitution, regardless of the fact that the BLV rejected 
it by eight out of fourteen provinces, the central powers decided to push 
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Sociologically, anthropologically, economically and politically 
decentralised stewardship and small group dynamics are the humane and 
strategic answer to our development problems. What is in dire need is a 
bottom-up empowerment perspective. Through empowerment-orientated 


organisation-building, 


potential and worth, learn new management and technical skills, reap due 
fruits of their development efforts, gain staying power, learn to demand 


what is due to them a 


people rediscover indigenous wisdom, recognise their 


nd at the same time become responsible citizens. 


ON BEING FIJIAN 


Taina Woodward 


A speech presented to a conference of women at the United 
Nations, New York, 8 June 2000. 


By now most of you have heard of the coup in Fiji. About 30 of our 
people are being held hostage. The President has been forced to resign 
and the Constitution put in place in 1997 has been revoked. The army has 
taken over and for the most part law and order have been restored. Most 
of the world thinks that little is being done to resolve the crisis. They 
are wrong. 


have been invited to this meeting as a Fijian, a housewife, and 
nother of three. In addition, with my husband | look after my mother and 
nephew. | was born and raised in Fiji, | am a Fiji citizen, and | intend to 


ie and be buried in Fiji. 


og J 


do not represent any government or organisation. | speak only as 
a Fijian, which in Fiji is understood to mean ‘indigenous Fijian’. Other 


ethnic groups are called ‘Fiji citizens’, but not ‘Fijians’. When | say ‘Fijian’ in 
what follows, | mean ‘indigenous Fijian’. 


want to speak to you from the bottom of my heart and try to explain 
certain things about the Fijian values, customs, ways of communicating, 
mode of leadership, and sensitivities. | want to speak to you about the 
soul of Fijians. | hope that | can touch the souls of indigenous people 


everywhere. 


We are a people who have occupied what is now the Fiji Islands for 
thousands of years. When we came, as far as anyone knows, no one else 
occupied the land. Our traditional oral history tells how we came and how 
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we settled. Fiji is our ‘Promised Land’, the land 
language and customs are at one with our peop 
genealogy. 


In 1874 our land was ‘ceded to Great Britain’ u 
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continue to be led by our own chiefs with our own style of government, 


a style that is called ‘consensus’. But Queen Vi 
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in Fiji. Land is a sensitive issue in Fiji. 


to sell your land, you at the same time sell your fo 
is sometimes used, but it really means ‘lease’, ‘re 


destroy or enslave the 


people, to detach them from their roots and their livelihood, to publicly 
humiliate them. If there is a meaning, this is the meaning of ‘sale of land’ 


n fact there is no word in the Fijian language to describe the ‘sale’ 
of land, as the Western world knows it. It is not even a concept. If you were 
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refathers. The term ‘sale 
nt’, or ‘use’ of land. This 


concept is familiar to many indigenous societies around the world, and it 
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non-indigenous, not very wel 


would create. Perhaps they 
some cases in Africa, peop 


-integrated population. The British did this in 
a smaller way all over the world. Perhaps they did not see the problems it 


did and slyly wash 
e and their descen 


ed their hands of it. In 
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economic situation, the political situation, there is a boundary behind 
which we must fight for our survival as a people. No economic threats, 
bribery, media hype, or international organisation will step across this line. 


Some people call 


this ‘indigenous rights’. It is the ‘right to survive’, have 


self-determination and ownership of our resources as an indigenous 
people in our homeland. This is in spite of TV, soap operas, The Simpsons, 


X-Files, global immigration and 


just like you. 
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of women worldwide. We were not quite like this at the time Great Britain 
(liamentary government and a multiracia 
f chiefs and our chiefs lis 


ed at gunpoint by a handful o 


ht. Some gu 


ey were eit 


hen return. 


trade, all of which we enjoy in moderation 


ened to the Queen 


ns were fired; these 


her ill, or willing to 


ns in the former government. One was allowed to 


Even in crisis, we 


ncluded revocation of the 1997 


Some self-appointed ‘supporters’ of the coup went on the rampage 


burning, smashing 


stooped 


, and looting t 
to racial violence, which wa 


he capital city of Suva. Some even 
s totally unnecessary and uncalled for. 


This is what happens when things get out of control. Every society has its 


hooligans with a g 
surprise. For 


rudge against t 
unately, there was su 
later, the first real casualty was a 


he world. Our police were caught by 
rprisingly little violence. A few days 
policeman whose car was shot at by 


some of the rebel supporters when he ventured into an insecure area. Our 


ordina 


Why do t 


gove 


streets an 


Th 
violen 
mass 
marc 
Stron 
decades. 
because 


ce 


1 


our tradit 


Fortu 


anxiously, 
problems. T 
the threat 
considerab 
takes time 


worse an 


The n 
Fiji is a h 


held. The pubs are alive. T 
es domestically and 
| learn how their people really feel on the main issues. This 
a time for telling people what they want to hear, spouting reli 


telephon 
chiefs wi 


moralism 


out one’s deepest beliefs and con 


ed 


ed; 
g feeling 


he heart a 
basic issues as 
population 
self-examin 


he causes espoused 


some of which was 


To thi 
no on 
nd 


is divided or uncert 
e, time to discuss, 
ion 


nately, outside nati 
but they are wait 
his is good. B 
and potential exi 
e problems in the 
o reach a consen 


not solve the unde 


d 


ews media are 
ive of talk and a 


ctivi 


s of resentme 
s day, the degree of su 
e on the outsid 
soul of every F 
was the army. One can a 


al way. The answer is no 


impatient. Every Fijian 


implici 
nt have bee 


e really 


jian. The poli 


ain on 
time to let our tradi 
obvious. 


ons did 
ing to see if Fijians 


oodshed has been largel 


st. Fijians need to 


lying problem. 


y. Formal and info 
he vi 


internationally a 


s, or pushing conven 


allow ou 


tiona 


not step in. 


nswer is simple. While most people were disgu 
by the rebels had a considera 
support, some of which was out in the open — thousa 
t — refusal to act agai 
n suppressed 

pport for the rebel cause is un 
nows what lies at 
ce force was d 
ssume that the who 
the issues involved. We need time to 


ion 


T 
Cd 


De 


ir own way and on thei 
sus. Interference can m 


nows that the wh 
(mal meetings are 
llage kava bowls are flowing 
re abuzz. Gradual 


ry policemen do not, and never have, carried guns. 


Why then, didn’t the police and/or the army march in and stop this? 
he Fijians allow a small band of armed rebels to ta 
rmment? Why did security limit itself to restoring law and 
d not the Parliament? 


e over their 
order in the 


ed with the 
ble amount of 
nds of people 
nst the rebels. 
by Fijians for 

known 
he bottom of 
ivided on the 
e of the Fijian 
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al leaders know in 


hey are watching 
n solve their own 


y avoided, even while 


eft to solve their 
r own schedule. It 
ake matters much 


ole of 
being 
. The 
y the 
is not 
gious 


wisdom. This is a time for searching 
nmunicating them. Are we goi 
rselves to be absorbed into the mediocrity of the modern world, 


ng to 
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or be dominated po 
numbering 


Are we goi 


There are numerou 
disappeared from the fi 
own 
United States, and Can 
found mainly on 


= 


S 
not stand up we 
Their souls were 
not material orie 
had no powerful wea 
promoted by the rulin 
finished off the politica 


This will not happ 
openly fighting for ou 


broke 


nearly one bil 
remain self-reliant and proud of our own cu 
ng to claim our ‘indigenous righ 
soap operas of the world? 


welfare rolls a 
pecies’. Why? Because they had different c 
| to the onslaught and pace of colonialism 


litica 


s examp 
ace of th 


land. We can look around the Pacific Rim 
ada, at countries where the indigeno 
nd in the prisons. They are a 
ustoms and trad 


n by thei 


g culture 
margina 


en to Fij 
r beliefs. 


in non-violent suppor 
a bloodbath and we t 


What about our ad 


part of Fiji. They have helped us as they hel 
y hope they will continue to do so. We are basically a ve 
ospitable people. We espouse Chri 
ions. But we have learned the 
g away too muc 
our nation, or our souls. We wi 
paced. We will d 
choose to adopt, because these 
we will not be tricked into something we don’t want 
to bicker amongst ourselves and 
over by a united non-indigenous majority. This has 
our electoral system. This is why many feel that we need a Consti 


and we sincere 
peaceful and h 
respect all relig 
a thing as givin 


absorbed or ou 


rust our people and o 


opted non-indigenous b 


Ss’, or are 


es of indigenous peo 


e earth or have been margin 
at New Zealand, 


r captors. They were, 


nted, communalistic, but slower and less acquisiti 
pons. In addition, open or selective mig 
majority 


s, so that the 
isation process. 


ans. We are d 


ur 


ped 


II not allow our cul 
o things in our own 
are the ways we kn 


move slowly witho 


rawing t 
We do not know yet h 
. We will wait and see because we do not want 
raditiona 


rothers and sisters? They a 
themse 


ly and economically by a foreign culture 
ion people worldwide, or are we going to 
ture of some 350,000 people? 


we going to join the 


o have either 
alised in their 
Australia, the 
people are 
ndangered 
ns that did 
capitalism. 
re, human, 
ve. They 
ion was 
mocracy 


ples wh 


if 


ji 
itio 
nd 
la 


a 
and sti 


i 


ra 
rule of de 


he line. Some a 
ow many will jo 


re 
in 
leaders. 
re 
ves over the years 
[y 
stian values and we 


hard way that there is such 
h. We will not give away our sovereignty, 


ure to be dismissed, 
way and in ways we 
ow best and the way 
. We reserve the right 


ut fear of being taken 


been a problem with 
tution 


U 
a 
h 


all 


political prominence, political participation 
ers have always been with us. There is 
say that | am moved by 
athers in support, no 
this identity crisis as a cu 


lead 
time, let me jus 
brothers, uncles a 


as 


hat while offering everyon 
our leaders and our abili 
modalities. Such a Consti 
perception as well as in | 
ave affirmative action in 


eighbours. We invite a 
rmoil. They are our fri 
evelopment of Fiji. They 
ey must accept our ina 
our own country as long 
ivide our country. We are a difficult 
lead because our customs and traditions 
rotect them. We would not wish this diffic 
lly accepted by our people. 


t please don’t get the 


ty 
tu 
eg 


| repeat, we welcome 
nd 


to live a 
tion wou 


alese, the 
our Constitut 


and sym 


e some pa 


N 
d 


want th 


ends and t 
contribute in 
ienable gro 
as we have peo 


e 


hey ha 


d operate 


ion, not in 


U 


p 


nd ru 
ple t 


eople to u 


ult ta 


rticipation, 


pathise wit 
m to stay, i 
ve contributed much to 
a major way to our economy. 
es. Ou 


are di 


guarantees us our land, 
within our own cultural 


have to recognise and protect, in 
indigenous rights of Fijians. We will 


our welfare roles. 


h our non-indigenous 
n spite of the current 
he 
But 
r own people will lead 
o lead. And we will not 
nderstand and especially 
ferent, and we tend to 
sk on anyone who is not 


As always, we want people who respect our culture, traditions, and 


guage to join us and 


as everyone unde 
t peace and continu 
n Fiji we still 
ages, genders 


and 


nd 


we go through 


believe very much in fami 


more 


matte 
tu 


have and we will keep it and maintain our God-g 


whomever we wan 


our ancestral home 


o when we decide to, wi 


We will protect and share our culture with yo 


d 


nd. You are all invited to come to 
hospitality and friendship. We will welcome you into our homes, our 


hearts and our hotels. This is part of being Fijian 
we will cherish and protect it always. 


y values and we have roles for 
relationships. While we have only recently risen to 
and women chiefs and other 
my heart to join 


re and a nation. Fij 


thout pressu 


remain with us. We welcome everyone to our house, 
idea you own or should be the head of our house. As 
rstands these fundamental ground rules, Fijians will 
e to help bring peace to the rest of the world. 


his critical 
my Fijian 
de they are on, 
iis all we 
to share it wit 
re from anyone. 


work to do. At t 


r which si 


iven right 


u. We have our roots and 
Fiji and share our 


. We are proud of it and 
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TCASTS 


OF THE PACIFIC 


Usha 


On Friday 19 May, Fiji once a 
island nation as it laboured to 
Once again there have been 


Indians back home’. As the hooligan element rioted in the streets, lootin 
shops and burning property, the spirit of Indo- 
Their home, their businesses, their very being felt threatened. 


To them, this was another betrayal in a long line of betrayals through 


a history which saw the British 
then abandon them withou 
political inclusion. 


Coup leader George Speight has told the world his actions are 
designed to protect indigenous Fijian interests against the ambitious 


Indians. We may as well be wa 


leader Sitiveni Rabuka gave similar reasons for his actions after the Indian- 


dominated Labour Party came i 


The news of this third coup 
sorrow. The coups have forced 


Fijians like myself, who have never been to India, nor feel any kinship 


with that country, to look at ou 
Indian presence is so resented i 


How did we become the ou 


Sundar Harris 


gain felt the cruel hand of racism grip the 
build fragile structures of social cohesion. 
calls in the streets of Suva to ‘send th 


oO Oo 


ijians was broken again. 


colonisers bring Indians to Fiji as labourers, 
proper provision for land ownership or 


tching the events of 1987 when then coup 


nto power. 


in 12 years fills me with an overwhelming 
many fourth- and fifth-generation Indo- 


f roots in an effort to understand why the 
n Fiji. 


tcasts of the Pacific? Where do we belong? 


The words of Indo-Fijian poet Dr Sudesh Mishra come to mind: ‘The 


system, as it has been passed 
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hrough the British and now taken over by 


roots. So the 
ndo-Fijian.’ 
The feeli 
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rom Suva 
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hat we would 
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Colonial Sugar 
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o gain support of Fijian 
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uropeans would bring u 
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The colonial governmen 
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During th 
Fijian neighbours or taught them how 
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| began to read 
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undermi 
jod to kee 
The most an 
s. Whenever there wa 


ning Fijian inte 
p a check on In 


an deman 


he greater right of Fijians. 


t encourag 
g near Ind 
rough a pr 


the history of In 


stening 
er pictu 


rests ha 


he elite Fijians, has never actually allowed us to say that this particular 
grain of soil is yours, that you belong to it, that you can actually plant 
re is a kind of airiness between the earth and the feet for the 


ng that Indians are the outsiders has been etched in the 
y indigenous Fijians through the nation’s political processes 


in a racially mixed neighbourhood in the town of Nausori, 
ns we shared foods and 
o make roti. 


Sunday afternoon as 
irl who had recently 
pointing to our house 
will live in that house’. 


eight year old, | hoped 
ve because | liked my home, a rambling old 
ed expatriate managers wor 


ing for the 


dians in Fiji. 
as a child to 
fe. 


s been used 


dian as 


ti-Indian ideas and attitudes 


ed racially segregated schools, a 
ian settlements, prompting the two 
ism of prejudice and stereotype. 


s a need to cont 
ds for political representation, t 


pirations and 
in 
rol 
he 


d 


race against the other to win votes 
campaigning. When Rabuka seized 
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power in 1987, the fi 


from their | 


Neither Fijians no 
labour to Fiji. Britain 
Gordon, saw it as a 
Indians would wear t 
thus save t 
Between 1879 and 1 
as indentu 


the plantation lines. 


Among 
loved ones were my 


and easy work to a land of p 
entless hard labour 
heir whips and th 


warriors, re 
spoke with 


planters and 
as the gove 
and regarded i 
battles. 


After the Ind 
passage back to 
and get a free pa 
years 
stay. Others had 
forging new friend 


As descendan 
same land over 
Fijians, who own mo 


up 43 per cent of the 


SO 


he Fijian race from coloni 


Here their future became 
to a powerful Au 
rnment of the co 
as the tyran 


ians served their five-year 
India or stay in Fiji, or they could serve another five years 
ssage back home. Many could not endure ano 
of hard labour nor had the money to pay for their passage so 
ranged from their families in India a 
which had now become home. 


become est 
ships in Fiji 


hree or fo 


ruled both countries 
necessary condition 
he responsibility of fa 
al ex 


916, more than 


ne Cd 


rst thing he did was to separate the Fi 
ndian colleagues. Speight has repeated this formula. 


r Indians had any say in the matter of b 
Fiji's fi 


of pres 
rming a 


60,000 India 
red labourers. With every 100 men 
disproportion which would become t 


use of n 


hose thousands of souls separated from their homeland and 


great-grandparents. E 
en 


eir boots. 


inextricab 


ony. The Indi 
t against wh 


y tied to t 
stralian company, CSR, a 


ans had 
om the 


f these 


re than 
popula 


ion but own | 


ploitation and even extinction. 


jian Ministers 
ringing Indian 
or, Sir Arthur 
an interests. 
ng in Fiji, and 


rst govern 


erving Fij 
nd labouri 


ns were brought to Fiji 
came 40 women. a 
najor social upheaval in 


nticed by promises of good pay 
ty, instead they arrived in a land of fierce 
and unrelenting sahi 


bs, many of whom 


he profits of white 
n entity as powerful 
a deep distrust of CSR 
y were to wage many 


abour they could pay their own 


abourers, Indians have continued to 
ur generations leased from the ind 
90 per cent of the land in Fiji. Indians make 


ess that 


her five 
chose to 
nd were 


arm the 
igenous 


2 per cent of the land. 


Despite the sacrifices of our forefathers, new generations of Indo- 


Fijians realise with sorrow that we may never 


De 


allowed to adopt Fiji as 


our own. Th 
comes to In 
development. 


their own h 


‘home’, denied roots, the 
land 
have migra 
am 
will 


of 
tur 
ho 


an 
wi 


such vastly different cultures livi 


e national memory of Fiji 
dian history and the com 


So what becomes of a people w 


When people are denied the p 


where they ca 
ted to Australi 
ass exodus taking p 
follow the present coup. 


scapes 


a, New Zea 


d 


Like those Indo-Fijian 
education. Ironically, 


bulent times in Fiji's politics, 
me. But that is beginning to 


s, la 


It is easy to see why Fijians are endearin 


ho are treated as residen 
omeland? How do we cope with this instability? 

rivilege of calling their 
n they begin to look outwards to other possible 
n actually plant roots. Thousands of Indo-Fijia 
and, Canada and the Uni 
ace after the 1987 coup. No doubt anot 


so left Fiji about 20 years ago in purs 


have kept my Fijia 
always hopefu 
ook highly unli 


has a convenient amnesia when it 
munity’s contribution to the nation’s 


t aliens in 


homeland 
ns 
States, 
her one 


ed 


uit 
n citizenship through the 
that one day | may return 
ely. 

g to Westerners. They are 


imated, they smile and laugh more easily. The Indians seem more 


$ 


thdrawn, inhibited, and don 


ng in one 


We are two very different people. 


= 


ed 


h 


O 


Yet, | believe that it is the common 


Fijians, who have contained an eruption of bl 
the coups, not the police or the army. Despite 
emains a basic decency and goodwill an 


ch other. 


| have often pondered about the p 


Fij 


i, but we know that Fiji belongs to us. 


t smile as eas 


land 


peo 


ily. The strangeness of two 
is painfully plain to a visitor. 


ple in Fiji, both Indians and 
oodshed in the streets after 
the resentment, there 


NONG 


ace 


r that bend in the river, or t 


st the people in Fiji towards 


called home. Home is not 


a place where we can be arbitrarily told to belong or not belong. Home is 
that favourite tree in the schoolyard, o 
lonely hill beyond — places of our childhood deep 
iefs and coup leaders in Fiji may tell the world Indians don’t belong 


hat 
y etched in the memory. 
in 
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RACE, SPEIGHT 
AND THE CRISIS IN FUI 


Vijay Mishra 


Race and ethnicity are not identical. In Fiji one suspects no one really 


cares about this crucia 
ince 19 May 


racial; s 
| begin 
racial. By 


half of post-colonia 


scholars 
mid-six 
mu 


h 


Iticult 


erican 


in Fiji clu 
hat lega 
nything 


QO œ 


though 


mm aw 


G 


tongue. 


called Adi Ke 
language. To this day when 


imordial differe 
structed, as differences based on 


rld began to redefine the study o 


As far 


ecall ever bei 
idn't mean much as we could commun 
y father spoke impeccable Fijia 
era by the villagers of Nakelo — spoke it as h 
me ʻo vaka tikotiko mai veř 


the time Ile 
| Fij 
ha 


t Fiji for good 
i. By the flukes o 


ip grants 
ural because it always emp 
nce, not differen 
eth 


anthropologists (among th 


CU 
ng on to race as an immutable 
cy made it impossib 
other than racial terms 


e for et 


back as | can recall race was 
in actual practice, in terms of 
ng rejected by a 


d been in New Zeala 
ies and early seventies. Fiji cal 


ces t 


em A 


by the na 


Fijian on 


Fijians as 


ts has been even 
ji rily col 


in 1974 I had seen only a year 


distinction. On 14 May 1987, Rabuka’s rhetoric was 
2000 George Speigh 
my story with race because my Fiji was prima 


mo 
onia 


re So. 
| and 
anda 


f colonial educational system and 


nd and Austral 
led itself mu 
hasised atavistic 
hat are cultura 
nici 


tiraci 
alleg 


lly o 


ustralasians) in 
ltures, the colonial ad 
and genetic category. | 
hnicity in Fiji to be t 


how | was officially 
inter-communal relati 


icate with Fijians in th 


y always are. So whi 
our pa 
mi 


heorised in 
ive informants themselves. 


ca 
ons, | don’t 
grounds of race. Racial division 


ia between the 


al, never 
iances to 
r socially 
e Anglo- 
rt of the 
nistration 


the end 


n 


tegorised 


eir native 


n and my grandmother — fondly 


er native 


(‘where are you from?) | reply, as Fijians always do, with refere 


nce to the 


village or 
of Nakelo. 
generations in urban areas, but even 
would not have connections throug 
a village. Not that Indi 
gaons simply took on 


the fudging of the absolute ca 
ethnicities, the official line affirmed d 


At Lelean Memorial School, the p 


ans actually lived in 
he name of the adjoi 
unit: Yaralevu, Vatualevu, Sawani and so on. 
tegories of 


there | can’t think 


h their 


Ca 


Fijian vil 


ni 


ivisions in terms 


redominantly Fij 


that | attended, the small min 
representatives of the Indian race, 
competition (which never happened 
were often brighter than us). 
could study for their Universi 
called ‘multiracial sixth form’ beca 
people who were Europeans or, 
kailomas. Times changed, the British 
established but race remained a 
undertheorised. In all this, of cou 
meaning children of love, but I a 
remained ambivalent. At Suva 
the Europea 


‘don’t be intimidated by the part-Eur 
was alluding to the discipline 
during lunch-hour detentions. But | 
was the Europeans who never too 
ignored me 


os 


As for the kailomas many were 


ike George Speig 
left, a post-colonial world order was 


rse, th 
Grammar 
ns. | recall the Headmaster, 


office after he had taken the rather unusua 


problems th 
had no cause for worry with them. It 


ority of Indians 


cane-cutter gra 
ages, their bastis or 
ng village or administrative 
But in spite of the symbiosis, 
race in favour oO 
of race. 


province of my grandparents, in this case the depressed village 
Other Indo-Fijians also do this, except those who 


have lived for 
of any Indian who 
ndparents to 


constructed 


an Methodist School 


were there as 


presumably to give Fijians a bit of 


jian 


because the F 


At Suva Grammar School Indians and Fijia 
y Entrance Examinati 


use the schoo 
nt, 


formidable ca 
e kailom 
expert on 
School they 


eg 


mMm no 


opean 


ey posed, a 


any directive fro 


hroughout my two years at Suva Gramma 


a (literally | suspect 


r Webb, saying to me in his 
| step of naming me a prefect, 
s, they are not your equal’. 


students at Lelean 
ns 


on in a class that was 
was exclusively 


(0) 
or 


= 


part-Europeans 
ory and ethnicity 


Fijian etymology) 
were despised by 


He 
s | soon found out 


m me, and simply 
r School. 


rom the sugar mil 


s and were closely 


associated with the CSR and sugar plantation life because their parents 
were mill supervisors, engineers and so on. Their surnames were 
predictable — Williams, Heritage, Lobendahn, Bower, Simpson, Valentine, 


beachcomber names all. They were good curry eaters, some spoke in Fiji 
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Hindi (like Billy Heritage and Keith Williams from Nausori) and basically 


thought of themselves as a separate race. If t 


hey had 


ull-blooded Fijian 


mothers they never spoke about them. As a group their silence was 


essential because their colonial privileges were based 
hey did very well. They were the midd 
nd copra workers, and many were plante 
he colonial gover 
of course, had no vote until 1963 when 
between three to five (I forget the exact number) o 


And 
mill a 
communal constituencies of 
as Europeans. The Fijians, 


dire ative Council. Be 


a 


y elected to the Legis 


time, going back to the late 1930s | think. 
| thought of the 


on 
e-level burea 
rs in their 


their silence. 
ucrats, sugar 


own right. In the 


nment they were classified 


ore then all F 


kailomas in particular when 
Speight, a name that | initially confused with Spate, author | believe of 


al constituenc 


| heard a 


some important colonial white papers. To understand him is t 


the predicament of the kailoma in search of a 


(curiously celebrated in postcolonial theory 
to move to the centre. In this move there is 
one would have otherwise expected) but a 
absolutist category of race. Sitiveni Rabuka 


NO 


extension of the uncompleted anti-colonial 
racist. The post-colonial — the post pax Britann 
peace — is now linked to the language of 
when Marxist class analysis was still a val 


categorisation) and the coup seen as the fi 


albeit against people who have been 


uable alterna 
nal anti-colonial struggle, 
systematically d 


deterritorialised and for a while after 
disenfranchised. For the kailoma to ingratiate 


racial niche denied him by 
colonial history. George Speight’s plight is the plight of the liminal subject 
or his hybrid nous) who wants 
redefinition of ethnicity (as 
rea 
used 
uses racist discourse, and there's the big difference. Coloni 
racial, Speight’s postcolonial discourses (for 


firmation of 
racial disco 


he sees his 
project of 


al cleansing ( 


4 May 1987 
themselves in 


Fijians could be 


ijian political 


representation was through nominations by the Governor and the Council 
of Chiefs. The Indians had had their commun 


ies for some 


bout George 


o understand 


the colonial, 
urse, Speight 


al discourse was 


coup as the 


May 1987) are 
ica, those nos 
raci 


algic years of 
not available 
ive to racial 


ispossessed, 
effectively 
o the taukei 


(the indigenous Fijian, literally the bhumiputra, sons of the soil), there has 


to be excess. Where there are colonial racia 


racism, where there is casual clothes of al 


varie 


division, the 
y, there has 


re has to be 
o be a return 


to t 
the 


he symbolic su/u (the Fijian Scottish kilt), where there is urban gait, 
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self-reflect upon his own history that will be his downfall. The excessive 
demands, the projection of an absurd heroism, his failure to observe 
taukei decorum, taukei control, will lead to an even further mockery of the 
kailoma by the Fijian. In bringing shame (vaka-madua-taka) to the very 
people he proclaims to represent, George Speight may bring upon the 
kailoma the very derisory stereotype he applied to the Indo-Fijian. 


PEACE IN FIJI 


John D. Kelly a 


nd Martha Kaplan 


Much about ethnic Fijian culture is truly wonderful. But one of Fiji’s 


most precious cultural resources 


is in grave danger. And this precious 


cultural resource is not part of ethnic Fijian culture. It is not kava circles, 
nor matagalis and generalised reciprocity, nor tabua and the dignity of 
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translation is ‘grasping the truth’, ‘holding on to the truth’. In Gandhi's hand 

h tactics of righteous boycott and protest marches 
es of swaraj, ‘self rule’, as colonised Indians literally 
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own USA's civil rights movements to India itself, non-violent self-sacrificers 
have been overcome, at times, by the ruthlessness and contempt of their 


foes. To suffer non-violently, 
is that you have enemies w 


Ethnic Fijian leaders in quest of greater mana may decide, this year, to 
seek it by coercing or dispossessing their non-violent neighbours. There is 
Ik from some quarters of using the army to cut the cane and break 
e harvest boycott, something that has never happened before in 
he suffering of the farmers may simply be ignored. In the long run 
however, Fiji's current leaders may discover that their mana was actually 
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a politics of peace and truth for Fiji. 


ON RECONCILIATION 


Christine Weir 


Tonight, | am haunted by an image from the evening news. In 


a theological college, su 


rrounded by garden, with a circular chapel as its 


centrepiece, military men and armed terrorists meet to decide the fate 
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islander missionaries, the covenant makers, those who travelled from 
their island homes across the Pacific to bring the Christian gospel to other 
dedicated to, amongst others, Tongan Joeli Bulu, who fought 
his mythic shark in the Rewa River, to Aminio Baledrokadroka, who 
the colonial governor of Fiji to be allowed to evangelise in 


islanders. It is 


pleaded with 


69 


70 


o IT 


D 


in the charge. | have 


comments made by white missionaries about the percei 


ew Britain, to Semesi Nau and Pologa, who sat for three months in a 
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photograph the ironies at the funeral, and | wonder how do you 
photograph ironies, and which are the ironies? 


The coffin is all over the place, anything but level, as the pallbearers 
negotiate the mud of the steep and slippery slope to the tomb. | can see 
their shoulders reddening beneath the weight. Hundreds of mourners 
follow. What must be going through the minds of the dead chief's brother, 
Ratu Epeli Nailatikau, in his white shirt, tie and su/u, mud slushing over 
his leather boat shoes? The rebels have just released his wife. She is 
a daughter of Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, the dislodged President, and is 
here today. In a few days, we will learn that Epeli is to be Deputy Prime 
inister in the military's interim government. And after that, a Cabinet 
inister in the post-coup interim government. 


The first king of Fiji was from here: Ratu Seru Cakobau. He ceded Fiji to 
Queen Victoria in 1874. | smile, wondering whether Queen Elizabeth 
knew, on a visit to Bau in 1982, as she passed the spirit temple, handbag 
and white gloves, that beneath its four corners are the skeletons of four 
strong men, who, not all that long ago, were ritually buried alive with 
each corner post? 


There has been no king of Fiji for the past 10 years, not since the last 
one died. The contenders among the Bau Island kingly families cannot 
agree on which of them it should be. Ratu Epeli is one of the five 
contenders. He says later in a newspaper story, his very thin upper lip 
prominent in the photograph, that this procrastination, the power struggle 
for the title, is behind the current strife. A rudderless Kubuna confederacy. 
And this is where the ironies begin to come in. There are three 
confederacies, and right now there is a clash between two of them: 
ubuna and Tovata. The king, when there is one, is the traditional head of 
ubuna. The most often seen leader of Tovata is Ratu Mara. Since 
independence in 1970, it has been Ratu Mara (and therefore Tovata) who 
has held most sway. Kubuna is reasserting itself. 


The mourners at this funeral, | have drummed into me, are the ironies. 
flick back to the names given to me the previous evening: tribal 
enemies, family enemies, political enemies, business enemies, and some 
of them all of these at the same time. Bickering bitternesses, dark 
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of three architects of the 1997 Constitution, at the home of the Indo-Fijian 
parents of my eldest daughter's partner. We talk of the same things. 


From their hill suburb, | look out to Wellington harbour and struggle to 
imagine them ever having lived in the places I’ve just been to. Flickering 
pictures transport me back to the Fiji military’s nightly spokesman on 
television, and a word he repeats like a mantra: normalcy. 


It crashed around in my head because Fiji is where my grandson and 
my daughter and her partner will have to live, at least some of their lives. 
A return to normalcy? What he means is an end to violence. Not a return 
to the elected government. Not a return to democracy. 


LIVING IN 
UNUSUAL TIMES 


Sir Vijay R. Singh 


1. Living in Unusual Times 


We live in unusual times, almost like Alice in Wonderland, where things 
are seldom what they seem or are claimed to be. 


Most of us have friends of all races — many of them very close and 
almost like members of the family — but at this tense hour we do not 
know on whose integrity to the rule of law, commitment to uphold the 
constitution and concepts of decency we can really rely. 


Most of those whom we had chosen as our leaders in calm times on 
the strength of their self-advertised commitment to champion democracy 
and protect the people’s rights, although not held hostage, suddenly 
discovered after 19 May that they suffered from uncontrollable diarrhoea 
that constrained them to remain close to their closets, or that their acute 
laryngitis infection precluded them from speaking out on behalf of the 
people they had chosen to represent. 


Or had other urgent commitments elsewhere. 


Discretion, according to the politically correct, may well be the better 
part of valour, but it is also symptomatic of cowardice, examples of which 
we have now witnessed in ample measure. 


While a select few had the courage to state their convictions, even if 
others disagreed with their expressions, the vast numbers of a select 
group of honourable men and women who basked in the community's 
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adulation and respect in good times are suddenly missing or silent when 
the people face the most traumatic time of our lives. 


Meanwhile, many a well-fed lily-livered religious leader lectures us to 
love our assailants and forgive the destroyers of our livelihood. 


Not surprisingly, llisoni Ligairi, a retired soldier of distinction, has 
emerged as the real power behind the throne and controller of events 
that began six weeks ago, thereby destroying the shadow of the myth 
that it was a ‘civilian coup’. 


So we come back to square one — the official military versus its own 
kith and kin, the serving and former soldiers who have been on extra- 
curricular duties at the parliamentary complex for the last six weeks that 
Commodore Bainimarama has to deal with. 


How it resolves this situation will demonstrate the mettle of the 
official military and the reason for its existence. 


2. The Skylark will Sing 
It has been well said before. 


obel Laureate Rabindra Nath Tagore in Gitanjali expressed well 
where we aspired to head for: 


here the mind is without fear and the head is held high 
here knowledge is free 

here the world has not been broken up into fragments 
By narrow domestic wall 

here words come out from the depth of truth 

here tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection 
here the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 

Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit 

here the mind is led forward by thee 

Into ever widening thought and action 

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake. 


And some years later His Holiness Pope John Paul Ill visited us and 
declared, ‘Fiji, The Way the World Should Be’. We were getting there, for sure. 
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But in 1987 and more grievously again last May, the passion for power 
on the part of some moved them to treason and hold prisoner not only 
their government but their reason and religion, as well. 


On each occasion, most customary and chosen leaders said they were 
unaware of their people’s aspirations until the coup makers told them 
so — whereupon they readily agreed and gave earnest encouragement 
to evil deeds. 


But in so doing, they ignored the wise counsel of Khalil Gibran: 


Your reason and your passion are the rudder and the sails of your 
seafaring soul. 

If either your sails or your rudder be broken, you can but toss and drift, 

Or else be held at standstill in mid seas. 

For reason, ruling alone is a force confining. 

And passion, unattended, is a flame that burns its own destruction. 

Therefore, let your soul exalt your reason to the height of passion, 

That it may sing: 

And let it direct your passion with reason 

That your passion may live through its own daily resurrection 

And, like the phoenix, rise above its own ashes. 


While those who lusted for undeserved power — and their many 
misguided followers — were embarked upon a malignant enterprise 
against their homeland and its leaders, most successors to ancient 
warriors and the ethically naked but finely attired retailers of divine 
wisdom sank deeper into the ashes of their own vice. 


They sought reflected glory in glorifying the inhumanity of their sinful 
flock; but in their uncompassionate hearts could not find the will to spare 
a moment to cast a comforting glance at the hapless and innocent prey 
who languished but a few yards away. 


They joined together to desecrate the national motto — Fear God and 
Honour the Chief — for they violated the solemn promise. 


And their political outriders, far and wide, high and low, military and 
civilian, hastened to proclaim their support for the newly invented ‘cause’, 
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while occasionally proclaiming not to support the evil means — at least 
the record — nevertheless, had not the courage to condemn and resist 


Some enacted the charade of seeking forgiveness of their victims 


without showing a semblance of remorse for the evil they had wrough 


claiming that this was their custom and tradition. 


orphaned son, or diminish the daily agony of parents, suddenly ma 
jobless, as they strive to feed their hungry children. 


Some of the victims may, in a show of genuine or simula 
generosity of spirit, feign forgiveness. 


As for me, 


lam no Homer's Hero, you all know, 

/ profess not Generosity to a Foe. 

My Generosity is to my Friends, 

That for their Friendship | may make amends. 

The Generous to Enemies promotes their ends 

And becomes the Enemy and Betrayer of his Friends. 


Because, as Martin Luther King Jr said: 


| am coming to feel that the people of ill will have used time 
much more effectively than the people of goodwill. 


Undeserved forgiveness is unforgivable encouragement of evil. 


But all who gloat at the triumph of lawlessness and its perceiv 


Such pretence of piety will not heal the trauma of the hostages and 
their loved ones for their 55-day stopover into hell. Or wash away the 
tears of Filipo Seavula’s young wife suddenly made widow or her young 


for 
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but 
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ed 


ed 


prizes might do well to heed Bob Dylan's 1963 lyrics in his Song for the 


Rocks in the Stream: 


The line it is drawn; the curse it is cast 
The slow one now will later be fast 
As the present now will later be past 
The old order is rapidly fading 

And the first one now will later be last 
For the times, they are a-changing. 


The already sidelined and discriminated and soon to be displaced 


Indo 


-Fijians now know that their ethnic Fijian friends and neighbours, 


‘they are a-changing, and the line is drawn and the curse is cast’. 


But however distressed and disillusioned, they will behave as they 


alwa 


ys have — with the same patience and fortitude that their forefathers 


showed in the long night of the ‘Girmit’ — ‘With a mind without fear and 


head held high’. 


As Khalil Gibran said with touching eloquence: 


You can muffle the drum, 

you can loosen the strings of the lyre 
But who shall command the skylark 
Not to sing. 


It has indeed, all been well said before. 
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and retired soldiers has unravelled in most peculiar ways. 


T 


neasy Answers 


each passing day, the crisis that we have endured for seven long 
s seems to have become increasingly complex, with the potential for 
h more devastating consequences than have already been visited 
our hapless people. An event that was originally regarded as an act 
rrorism, hostage taking and treason by a civilian-led posse of serving 
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here are no easy answers to any hostage crisis, but the manner in 


whic 


h events have unfolded — or been permitted to unfold — serve to 


perp 


ex most people and pain others. 


One assumes that the military, and the police force, too, led as it is by 
a former senior army officer, had some idea of the ‘cockpit drill’ to follow 
immediately such a crisis eventuates. 


E 
imm 


lsewhere in the world, the parliamentary complex would have been 
ediately cordoned off, making it off-limits to civilians, and all 


communication between the hostage takers and the outside world cut off. 


But that is not the Fiji way. 
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A large human shield has been allowed 
Parliament. Hundreds of supporters have been al 


at the barracks before resuming their extra-curricu 
although this might be a bit far-fetched. 


Al 
languished in lonely silence for seven long weeks. 


Is that the Fiji way? 


to establish itself at 
lowed to visit and offer 


gifts of food and encouragement to the hostage takers, who themselves 
are allowed to give press interviews and to go to a TV studio to debate the 
army. And, according to a rumour, in the early days, to shower and change 


lar duties at Parliament, 


he while national leaders who are victims of the crime have 
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then the Government and Commander in Chief, to step aside and go visit 


his farm in Lakeba. They did so in the ‘traditional 


way’, although it is not 


clear when that tradition was established. And the President, surprisingly, 


obeyed. 


That was a coup of sorts. By consent; the Fiji way. 


When it assumed executive authority on 29 
posture gave the impression that it knew what 


release the hostages, and knew also, how to do it. 


It therefore ‘wholly removed’ the Constitution; 
Court, dismissed members of the Public Ser 
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abolished the Supreme 
vice Commission and 
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offered the hostage takers amnesty. 


If that was an uniquely Fiji way to obtain the hostages’ release, it 
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Is that too the Fiji way? 
In the meantime, the long hour of darkness en 


hostages and thei 


r loved ones receives scant atten 
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mpathy for t 


in profound 


ually, the President's secretary Joe Brown announced that ‘the 
y) that had begun on 19 May would end the next 


he 
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And now voices are raised against Commodore Bainimarama; that he 
too must go. Might he be asked to do so in ‘the traditional way’? Or the 


military way? 
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All the while, the Indo-Fijians, the declared ‘enemy’, lick their 
wounded souls in silence and, like the ill-starred hostages, wondered — 
when will this hideous nightmare end? Or are we on the threshold 


of much worse — the ‘Fiji way’? 


4. Role Models for the Young 


Much has been said about the traumatic events that began on 19 May 


sending the economy rushing dow 
material values we have paid scan 


and grievous impoverishment that has already dimin 


attention to am 


and will assuredly impair the quality of our re 


neighbours, even after the economy 


No society can afford to allow indi 


the rules of conduct that all are required to observe 


of the well-being, and even surviva 
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That is the reason why parliaments make laws, 


has been rehabi 


of the communi 


nhill. But in our preoccupation with 
uch more substantial 


ished us as a people 
ationship with our 
itated. 


viduals or groups among it to defy 


in the larger interest 
y as a whole. 


he police prosecute 


suspected offenders and courts punish the guilty and prisons incarcerate 
them. All these things are done to advance the welfare of society as 


a whole and deter lawlessness. 


Those who hold offices in the state apparatus are accorded respect 
and obedience for what they do in society’s interest. We hold them out as 
role models for our children and encourage them to follow in the 
footsteps of the pillars of society and be worthy citizens of whom we may 


be proud parents. 


Painful experience has shown to civilised societies the world over that 
lawlessness becomes endemic if some are held to be above the law 
of the land because, after all, it’s the laws that bind individuals and groups 
together to make a composite society. Further, society makes punishment 
fit the crime; the more serious the lawlessness, the more severe the 


penalty. 


Once leaders of any society adopt the posture that some persons are 
above the law or that certain crimes should be forgiven because they 


were committed for an acceptable objective, they invite repeated acts 
of lawlessness by others for similar objectives. From there on, it’s a 
slippery downhill road. 


Let us be frank and look reality in the face, however unpalatable it 
might be. 


Lieutenant Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka, as he then was, barged into our 
consciousness in 1987 by holding government Members of Parliament 
hostage, deposing the Queen as Head of State and abrogating the 
Constitution. As he has candidly admitted, he and his collaborators had 
committed treason, the most heinous crime known to law. 


nstead, half the country treated him as a hero if not its saviour. 
Leaders granted him amnesty, made him a life member of the Great 
Council of Chiefs, promoted him in the army and propelled him to the 
road to elective leadership of the country. 


Although those who got to know him later found Rabuka to be 
a charming and intelligent person who, by his own admission, had been 
used by others to commit the coup, the fact that he was rewarded with 
amnesty and later enjoyed political success had its own dynamics. He 
paved the way for George Speight and his group of rebellious civilians and 
former and serving army officers to embark on a similar escapade for the 


same objective — indigenous Fijian supremacy. 


On this occasion, an impotent army has readily granted Speight and all 
his supporters amnesty for their ‘political’ crimes since 19 May and any 
that they might commit for several days thereafter. 


The way in which so many leaders and rank and file members of the 
ethnic Fijian community have rushed to his support has certainly 
transformed George Speight into an overnight folk hero. And these 
parents hold him out as a role model for their children to follow when 
they become adults. 


But it is not George Speight alone that one should be concerned 
about. The amnesty granted by military leaders to rebellious and 
mutinous soldiers will only encourage their likes, including children still at 
school, not to fear acting in like manner. 
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They are the real victims of the painful drama that has been our daily 
companion since mid-May. 


Perhaps the next hostage-takers might, as in Labasa, be junior 
soldiers, mutinying against their superiors. Or school children may practise 
it on their teachers, and workers on their employers and prisoners on their 
guards. 


On the basis of precedent, they too will, understandably, expec 
forgiveness without remorse, and amnesty from prosecution and 
punishment for their misdeeds. 


Those who have sown the seeds of a culture of lawlessness in pursui 
of a purportedly righteous cause have done our future generations 
incalculable disservice. And it will beget grief to all for decades to come. 


Over the past weeks as the devastating consequences of the events o 
19 May have begun to have their real impact on the nation, | have been 


trying 


emotion is one of anger. Anger, that a small group of armed men should 
have the arrogance to proclaim that th 
and our country. Anger, that they appa 


for the disastrous consequences of their actions. 


Bu 
aspira 


should be shattered so abrup 


WHO WILL PICK UP 


THE PI 


ECES? 


Daryl Tarte 


to rationalise my own react 


ons. | suppose my overpowering 


ey know what is best for our people 
rently have no care or consideration 


t the other dominant emotion 


the people of this nation must now 


hardships tha 


ie ahead. 


Sa 


Whenever | 


is one of sadness. Sadness, that the 
tions and hopes of so many people, and of a nation collectively, 
y. Sadness, about the fear and suffering that 


endure and the terrible economic 


dness, that law and order have given way to anarchy. 


see our Pacific blue flag fluttering at the masthead, 


| remember with great poignancy that day in Albert Park 30 years ago 


when 


swelled with p 


Th 


Ba; the lush j 


it was unfurled for the first time and the hearts of every Fiji citizen 


at flag sti 


ride and hope. | recall Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara pointedly 
reminding us that we were not celebrating the end of British rule but the 
beginning of self-rule. 


| flies and remains a symbol of our freedom. It represents 
he lovely islands of Lau and the Yasawas; the rich delta flats of Nadi and 
ungles of Taveuni; the clean air that we breathe. It 
represents freedom from persecution and the right to vote and speak our 


91 


92 


views. It represents the brotherhood of Fijia 


and Chinese, Rotumans and Melanesians, Muslims and 


and Protestants. It represents h 
nce and un 


of assembly, tolera 
and sharing. 


Some will say t 
1970 has not been 
between the races; 
lost our way; t 
sacrificed tradi 
control in the 
of truth. Yet, d 


tiona 


Pe 
we h 
insens 
malign 


rhaps ou 


d 


hat t 
fulfi 
hat i 


| val 


ues; t 


land of their an 


he hope which filled 
lled; that unacceptable dispa 
n trying to keep pace with globalisatio 


ard work and t 
derstanding. | 


represe 


our hea 


h 


r very success has been the cause of our 
ave been so concerned with economic growth that we became 
itive to the rumblings of discontent that were simmering 
antly in our bowels. 


rts O 


ns and Indians, Europeans 


Hindus, Catholics 


hrift. It represents freedom 


nts honesty, trust 


n 10 October 
rities have arisen 
n we have 


hat in attempting to impose western de 
at Fijians have been in dan 
cestors. These claims 
espite the imperfections, our systems 
effectively than most other countries with similar prob 


contain 
were dea 
ems. 


mocracy we have 
ger of losing 
elements 


ling more 


downfall. Perhaps 


We allowed the flag to become faded and tattered. No one cared so 
long as there was money in the bank and time for leisure. Patriotism was 


rega 
to Fij 
whe 


ow, the malignant g 
into a suppurating sore that is slowly po 


rded as something we 
0 October as a holiday rather than an oppo 
i, or as a time to honestly re-examine our progress and determ 
her the objectives of se 
thought of Fiji collectively when we won the Hong Kong seve 


f-rule were 


rowt 


h that we co 


being achieved. 


uld have treated 
isoning the who 


need not waste time upon. We treated 
rtunity to rededica 


te ourselves 
ine 
People only 


Ns. 


has erupted 
e Fiji body. 


There remains no pride in being a Fiji citizen. Only sadness as the fabric 


of life crumbles. The wo 


basket case. 


We must not allow this! 


rld mocks us and writes us off as just another 


Our island nation has always had the ingredients to build, not a nation 


of power, nor one of stra 


egic importance, but one where its people can 


have a satisfactory degree of prosperity and be happy. We have our share 


of natural resources and a unique mix of cultures. We have in our midst 
men and women of the utmost integrity and intellectual ability. We have 


demons 


trated that we can be an example to the rest of the world. 


Let us not squander these marvellous gifts. 


It is 


time for our collective human resource to be harnessed and for 


true leaders who have the interests of the whole country and of all 


people, 


as their utmost priority, to come forth and vigorously and 


steadfastly uphold justice and the dignity of all men and women of this 


nation. | 


is incumbent on all the diverse people who profess to be citizens 


of this country to be upstanding, support those leaders, and proclaim their 


loyalty 


group must become the vocal majority. 


Robinso 
‘What o 
Fiji will 
the first 

My 


o the country of their ancestors or adoption. That huge silent 


| am reminded of Ratu Seru Cakobau’s statement to Sir Hercules 


n at the signing of the Deed of Cession at Levuka 126 years ago. 
f the future?’ he asked rhetorically. ‘If things remain as they are, 
become like a piece of driftwood on the sea and be picked up by 
passer-by.’ 


hird emotion is accordingly one of fear. Fear, about the way we 


are drifting aimlessly into a sea of intrigue and turmoil. Fear, about who 
will pick up the pieces of driftwood. 
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FIJI VILLAGERS’ 


BUS 


TRIP TO FREEDOM 


Phil Thornton 


The Indo-Fijian villagers of Muaniweni have been terrorised and 
beaten by masked men from the village of Muamua in the Fiji 
Islands. Local police, media and army have failed to protect them. 
Helped by donations from a Suva-based group of humanitarians, 
they have decided to flee their homes. The villagers asked 
journalist Phil Thornton to join them on their flight to safety. 


The villagers of Muaniweni have had enough. Since Fiji rebel leader 
George Speight’s armed coup, masked men have terrorised them, 


battered them, 


trashed their homes. 


stolen their possessions, killed their farm animals and 


Now the villagers say they can’t take any more of the violence so they're 


leaving. They have taken advantage of the long weekend to break out. 


‘We lost our 
whose wife had 
demanding mon 


‘If we hear a 
So much dama 
protection from 


Many of the 
single-decker bu 


They've been briefed to tell military roadblocks that they are on their 
way to a religious ceremony in Nadi. 


security ... we can’t live here,’ says villager Rudra Deo, 
a razor-sharp axe held to her throat by a masked man 
ey from her, or they'd rape her. 


dog bark we're frightened. We can’t sleep. We can’t eat. 
ge has been done to our village and we've had no 
he police or the army,’ he says sadly. 


villagers are crying as they file slowly onto the large, 
s, hired by concerned people in Suva, to take 72 villagers 


to a safe sanctuary in Lautoka on the western side of Viti Levu. 


This will be Fiji's first refugee cam 
Lautoka Sanatan Primary School. 


The men, women and children a 


look as if they're going on a Sunday outing. 


B 


Bulgi 


1 


villag 


Children aren't 
ng suitcases and string-ti 


ut the packed bus is sile 


We've left everything be 
got three young children to think of,’ says Deo. 


The villagers explain that armed masked men still wander a 
e at night making noises. 


edge 
road 
it rea 


The bus kicks up clouds of dust as it bounces down the hills a 
s its way up them as it makes its way over 20 kilometres o 
to the main road. The bus has to cover a slow 260 kilomet 


ches Lautoka. 


nt. Deadly quiet. 


ed cardboard boxes jam the aisle. 


hind, we just turned our animals 


p and is set up in the grounds of the 


re dressed in donated clothing and 


aughing. Women quietly weep and men stare blankly. 


oose, lve 


round the 


nd slowly 
unsealed 


res before 


Every military roadblock the bus passes increases the tension for the 
villagers. And they almost lose it completely at Pacific Harbour, on the 
outskirts of Suva, when a policeman runs from the station and waves the 
bus to stop. 


Panic sweeps through the villagers as the policeman and driver talk. 
To the relief of the passengers the bus is waved on. 


The driver explains that a family who was meant to join the bus at 
had phoned the police station to leave a message to say they would 
make their own way to Lautoka. 


Suva 


expla 
ceremonies, t 


sad.’ 


Vi 
grandm 


smashing their front door wit 


h cane knives. 


any of the villagers have never been away from Muaniweni before, 
ins James Chandra. ‘We only ever leave the village for weddings or 
hen it’s all noise, music and laughter. Look at us — we're so 


llage shopkeeper Subhash Chand, 23, was in his house with his 
other, mother and father when the masked men starting 
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would burn 


‘| had an iron bar and a knife, but when | saw how many there were, 
| dropped my knife and my knees wouldn't stop shaking.’ 


The masked men told Subhash that if he stayed in his house they 


it with him i 


‘| was angry but wha 


n it. 


t could | do. They hit 


me with the cane knife, but 


| fell and it broke the impact. They kicked and punched me. Most of the 
mers,’ he says shaking his head. 


attackers were my custo 


fou 


never Cd 


resorts popular with A 
Hideaway. 


inally, the bus pulls 
imary Scool, but because 
m the bus carrying t 


nd straw brushes 


The 


down. 


‘When we needed t 


The 


As they get further 


Young boys are struggling 
ifacts. 


Within minutes o 


bus winds around the edges of the 


ustralian holiday-makers: 


sa 


up in front of the 


heir 


the c 
and a 


Chandra, 19, the vi 


hem to come and p 


rom Suva, the vi 


of its size is unabl 


assrooms bein 
re cleaning the 


llagers 
gates o 


people don’t expect any help from the authorities. According to 
trainee teacher Amitesh 
has let them 


lagers feel the local media 


hotograph our houses they 


me, now we have to leave our homes and seek sanctuary from 
people in the west,’ says an angry Amitesh. 


Coral Coast passing holiday 


aviti, Warwick and the 


relax and start to talk. 
the Lautoka Sanatan 
e to enter. The villagers spill 


boxes and suitcases. 


with bags and old women carrying religious 


g opened the women have 


floors. The men move the 


benches and desks from the rooms. Children have found the swings and 


slid 


es in the playgroun 


‘Our women and chil 


Amitesh. 


C 


(= 


ri 


tea 


As word gets out on 


ous locals start to stream into the school 


When the locals hear the villagers’ stories 
rs and anger. 


d and are laughing. 


dren are really happy to be safe,’ says a pleased 


the ‘coconut te 


egraph’ of the refugees’ arrival, 
grounds. 


here's much shaking of heads, 


‘We have to protect these people. we'l 
anything they need we'll find it for them,’ says 


Another local says Indo-Fijians and Fijian 
there’s no problem here. 


While groups of enthusiastic locals go o 
blankets and food, the villagers call a meetin 


give them food, 
local chef, Edward 


s in the west get 


f to organise mat 
g. Dr Roy Krishna, 


School of Health Sciences at the Fiji School of 
villagers about the 
says it’s crucial their 
come by in the mor 


hea 
ning to do so. 
‘Many of these peop 
physical attacks, but a 
of leaving their homes 


erode their mental well- 


and a lifetime of me 


shelter 
John. 


on and 


tresses, 
head of 


edicine, talks to the older 


importance of taking their prescribed medicati 
th is monitored and local doctors have of 


e will suffer mental trauma. It’s not only f 
so the lack of security, and emotional shock 
mories behind. All this will 
being,’ says Dr Krishna. 


ons. He 
ered to 


rom the 


Rajmaz Avisher carries his young son, Rahil, 8, to Dr Krishna. He 


explains the frail-looking boy has a congenita 
take regular medication and see a specialist. 


m for 
isher. 


‘It's a big proble 
frightened,’ says Av 


us. I've got three oth 


Dr Krishna reassures 
at his son in the morning. 


A spokeswoman for t 
group will be loo 


doctors and legal 
A week ago A 
get the feeling he’s had enough of being 
organising securi 
police and army. 
T 


a 


o 


he [local] community support is wonderfu 


y for the school grounds and has met w 


mal. 


mitesh Chandra, 19, was a polite young villager, but you 
. He's busy 
ith the local 


kicked around 


|. The people a 


re very kind. 
Even the police and the army have promised to protect us. At home in ou 


| heart problem and has to 
er children and we're really 
he father and boy that he will have a doctor look 


he organisers of the freedom bus trip says her 
ing at bringing in counsellors, family support workers, 
pinion to help the villagers get back to nor 


r 


village we were easy to pick on, here we'll be safe. We're all together,’ 


says a determined Amitesh. 
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GUNS AND MONEY 


Mark Revington 


Sometimes power in Fiji doesn’t come from the barrel of a gun. 
All it takes is a threat. During the first 10 days of the Fijian coup, some of 


the best reporting and analysis came from the journalism students at th 
University of the South Pacific (USP), on their Pacific Jou 
site. On the 11th day, the web si 
supporters of George Speight h 
Television, following critici 
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b. And Vice-Chance 
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enta 
ghts 


security mea 


y put back in 
stralian unive 


[S 


njamin Barbe 


te was closed down. 
rashed the studio and offices of Fi 


ring a curren 


iately posted a transcript of the program, with i 
caustic criticism and political co 


or Jone Dak 
was simply 


lor Esekia So 


sure’ a 


y.) 


e 
rnalism Online web 
The previous night 

j 


1 


affairs show. 


S 
uvula’s observation 
a smokescreen for 
ofa immediately 


fter threats were made against 


he university. (The web site, which had been recording 
cyberspace, hosted 


had the paradox of ‘Coup-coup’ 
bbed Fiji), encapsulating the two g 
lobalism and tribalism — sweeping the post-Cold War 
rin his book Jihad vs 
he business pages of any paper, says Barber, a 
nced the world was increasingly united, t 
asingly porous. Look only at the front pages and you would be 
nced of the opposite; that the world was increa 
fatricide and civil war. 


e forces driving the coup were a complex m 


about 20,000 hits 
by the journalism 


and (as Australian 
reat ‘isms’ — 
world, detailed by 
cWorld. Look on 
you would be 


borders were 


nd 
hat 


singly riven by 


ix, including a 


class struggle and a reaction against Mahendra Chaudhry’s roll-back 


of privatisation and its opportunities for personal power and lots of loot. 
Some of the businessmen said to be behind the coup, whose names are 


on lists circulating in Suva and by email through cyberspace, are al 


n 


favour of a free flow of capital as long as it ends up in their pockets. Yet 
the coup leaders relied for their power base on an insular, tribal 
intolerance. It was a coup that combined a primitive appeal to indigenous 
Fijians, with the media savvy of glib frontman Speight. And an echo 
of colonialism from a gun-toting band supposedly seeking to shake off the 
colonial shackles. (Threats and censorship are traditional weapons 


of heavy-h 
colonies in 


Althoug 
the value o 


Speight a 


Pulled 


communicated so well that there is a theory that he mounted a coup 


line.) 


in at the last min 


within a co 


anded colonial powers such as France to keep their Pacific 


h Speight obviously has little regard for democracy, he knows 
f a sound bite only too well, and used the media. In turn, they 
offered him a profile and credibility. ‘They fuelled the crisis and gave 
alse idea of his importance and support,’ says USP senior 
journalism lecturer David Robie. 


ute as the great communicator, Speight 


up, using his new media profile to get his own way. ‘There is 


a feeling that events didn’t unfold the way some people had planned,’ 


says Robie. 


Trouble in cyberspace. Robie, who also coordinates Pacific Media 


Watch, a group dedicated to examining issues of ethics, censorship and 
media freedom in the Pacific, had been through it before. In 1998, 
Ministers in then Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka’s government had tried to 
close down Robie’s own media and politics web site — Café Pacific — and 
work permit in what was seen as the first test of the 1997 
Constitution’s freedom of expression clause. The prime mover was then 


revoke his 


Assistant Information 


supporters. 


An award-winn 


The politicians back 


inister Ratu Josefa Dimuri, one of Speight’s key 


ed off after a two-week media controversy. 


ing journalist, and author of seven books, New 


Zealand-born Robie has been an impassioned chronicler of Pacific currents 
for decades, an interest developed while working as an editor for the 
Agence France-Presse news agency in Paris during the early 1970s. After 
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returning to the Pacific in 1977, he began co 


a freelancer. He witnessed the bloody struggles for independence of the 
1980s, and the attempts of independent Pacific nations to chart a nuclea 
free course. He reported on the vi 


activists in New Caledonia and the massacr 


Hienghene in 1984 that almost prov 


French secret service agents and arrested at gu 


New Caledonia, was on 


before it was sunk in Auc 


olence between France and Kana 


oked a civil war. He was harassed b 


vering Pacific affairs as 


k 
e of Kanak activists at 
y 


npoint by the military in 


board the Rainbow Warrior when it evacuated 
irradiated Rongelap Islanders from their atoll, leaving the 


ship one day 


land by French secret service agents. He was in 


Fiji when Dr Timoci Bavadra was elected in 1987, and covered the 


subsequent coups. 


He 
a detai 
against the remnants o 
today in Fiji. ‘The dea 


h of democracy in Fiji was a blow 


wrote the book Blood on Their Banner, published in 1989, 
ed analysis of the struggle of indigenous people around the Pacific 
colonialism. The epilogue is just as a 


pplicable 
o many 


nationalists in the South Pacific, putting the struggle of the Kanaks and 
other liberation movements in jeopardy,’ wrote Robie, who recorded how 


Rabuka 


went on a big military spend-up, forging closer ties wi 


h France 


and Indonesia, the two nations so adept at using force to put down 
indigenous populations in their Pacific colonies. 


Thirteen years on and not m 


Robie. 


‘Chauvinistic, 


nationalistic s 


ruggles of this k 


racism, opportunistic crime, opportunities for co 


of the human rights of oth 


such as the Kanak strugg 


Caledonia. After all, Fiji has 


has had indigenous govern 


Bavadra was Prime Ministe 


‘What have they done a 


villager? Why are they bla 
decades of failure by Mara 


ers, 
le 


me 


| th 
min 
and 


about a Third World oligarchy w 


undermine genu 
or independenc 
been 

i 


independent si 


is time for the un 
g the Chaudhry government after three 


Rabuka and the 


s except for one month 
r, and one year in 199 


uch seems to have changed in Fiji, says 


ind, based on nepotism, 
ruption and suppression 
ine indigenous struggles 
e from France in New 
nce 1970. In that time it 
in 1987 when 
9-2000 with Chaudhry. 


derprivileged indigenous 


chiefly oligarchy? This is 


hich has failed its people.’ 


In another one of those ironies that constantly emerge, both Bavadra’s 


government and that of Chaudhry wanted to 


help Fiji's poor, often at the 


expense of cosy business arrangements. Chaudhry may have been too 
abrasive in his political style, but his heart appeared to be in the right 


place. His government gave priority to genuin 
education and social development. 


‘It would be fair to say that the Chaudhry 


e policies to improve health, 


government achieved more 


in one year than the previous Rabuka government achieved in seven 
years,’ says Robie. ‘The real problem, not the racial stereotyping which 
Speight insisted upon, was the roll-back of privatisation and an emphasis 


on development for the poor.’ 


richest men in Fij 


he Sydney Morning Herald, notably in a 
headlined ‘Mahogany Row’, which laid ou 


Corporation, stood to make a lot of money 
orests to US interests. Chaudhry’s govern 
Speight was prepared to accept, and the deal 


Queensland, where he spent eight years a 
broker. 
Fiji, says Robie, is paying the price for 
cohesive, homegrown policies to cope with 


Rabuka’s former Finance Minister Jim Ah Koy, reputedly one of the 
, was hellbent on privatisation in Fiji, and is one of those 
rumoured to be behind the coup. The rumours were so strong that Ah Koy 
elt compelled to make a statement, denying any complicity and 
aunching a vicious attack on Chaudhry. It was run as a full page in all 
hree daily newspapers and read out in full on Fiji Television. 


Speight’s dubious business dealings have been well documented by 


piece by Marian Wilkinson 
t in detail how Speight, as 


chairman of the government-backed Fiji Pine Ltd and the Fiji Hardwood 


from the sale of mahogany 
ment questioned the price 
_ and sacked him. 


Speight also appeared to have been involved in pyramid selling in 


s an insurance and banking 


years of failure to develop 
the impact of globalisation. 


‘Years of corruption, blatant self-interest, short-term band-aid policies, and 
a neglect of the urban and rural poor communities since independence 


have taken their toll. It is rare that politicia 


ns with vision and genuine 


selfless commitment to island development have emerged.’ 
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Where to now? Anyone who knew Chaudhry would not have been 
taken in by his acceptance of kava and a whale’s tooth — the traditional 


and New Zealand 


Fijian peace offering — from his captors, says Robie. There are Australian 


judges on the bench in Fiji who are reported to be 


anticipating a challenge to any new government, not only on legal 
grounds but also on the grounds that the coup was a violation of the 
constitutional rights of the Fijian people. 


There is an 


On 27 July 1990, 
arliament hosta 


that he had over 
Prime Minister Art 


settlement for the 


Over the following 


nteresting precedent, from Trinidad and Tobago, 


where the two main ethnic groups are descended from India and Africa. 


a radical Muslim group took the Prime Minister and 
e at gunpoint, and stormed the state-run television 


g 
station. Their leader, Imam Yasin Abu Bakr, declared on national television 
h 


rown the government and consigned them to history. 
hur Robinson was shot in the foot during the six days 


the government was held hostage, then released to add his authority to a 


release of the hostages. As soon as they were freed, he 


refused to honour the agreement, saying it had been signed under duress. 


months the rebels were arrested and jailed. 


CONVERSATIONS 
AT MAHENDRA 
CHAUDHRY’S HOME 


Jone Dakuvula 


Yesterday I was reading an article | received on the internet by 
Kathy Marks of the Independent in the United Kingdom in which she said 
Major General Sitiveni Rabuka had told her that Colonel Ilisoni Ligairi, 


Mr Speight’s head of secu 


rity and former head of the elite Counter 


Revolutionary Warfare Unit, had telephoned the former and said: ‘Come 


here and watch me sho 


uncle, Colonel Ligairi, from 
angry with Rabuka because 


ot 


This incident prompts me to write a 
Chaudhry and members of her family at their home at Suva Point on 


Saturday 21 May. | went 


o express to her 


Mahendra Chaudhry.’ | understand that my 
abalebale Village in Wailevu, Cakaudrove, was 
he had sided with Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara. 


bout my visit to Mrs Veermati 


my sympathy and wish that the 


illegal seizure of her husband’s government will be resolved soon. | hope 
that Mrs Chaudhry will forgive me for revealing here some parts of our 


conversation but | feel co 


mpelled to publ 


of her and her family members. 


| noticed when | ente 
private lives, exemplify 
preaches, that is multira 
were sitting around the k 


red her kitchen t 
ing what her h 
cial tolerance, understanding and peace. They 


itchen table liste 


ish to help public understanding 


hat her family seem to live their 
usband and his political party 


ning to the radio. There was her 


son Sachin, a Fijian wom 


an, an Indo-Fijian woman and two Fijian men. 


One of the Fijian men is Emosi Bari, Mr Chaudhry’s police bodyguard, with 
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whom | had attended Niusawa Methodist Mission School in Taveuni. 


These were some of the things she told me that | have been thinking 


about in the last week: 


| learnt that the late Mr Frank, an excellent Methodist teacher who 
taught Emosi Bari and me in Niusawa, was her older brother. Mr Frank had 
been responsible for looking after the Dilkusha home (just before he 
retired) and which we heard on the radio had been burnt down. 


The first thing Mrs Chaudhry told me was that she wanted the 
opportunity to forgive those people who were holding her husband 
had threatened his life and physically assaulted him and 


hostage and who 


his son. She also wanted the Government led by her husband to be able 
to forgive the coup makers after the release. (1 think she meant spiritual 


forgiveness.) 


She also said 
family that what 
uplift the standar 


he wanted 


that her husband had often told her and members of his 


most to achieve as Prime Minister was to 


d of living of the indigenous Fijian people because they 


were the community most in need of development. Her husband had told 
her that he considered it 
of Mahendra Chaudhry to have Fijians tell him at the end of five years that 
he had done something significant for them. She said this was 
a fundamental aim of the Fiji Labour Party Manifesto. (Now, that will be 
especially for those who do not like or who distrust 
Mahendra Chaudhry, and | inc 


hard to believe 


She regrette 


d that wha 


of indigenous Fijians all over t 
deserve this image as arrogant racists because what she had experienced 


in her own life and in 
generous and decent Christians. 


She observed that it will 
family to imagine leaving Fiji as a result of Speight’s attempted coup. Their 


roots, historically and 
especially herself, 
, and now in 


Methodist Church 


would be the crowning achievement 


ude myself amongst such people.) 


t had happened will tarnish the image 
he world. She said indigenous Fijians did not 


her church was that we Fijians were very tolerant, 


be very hard for her and members of her 


culturally, are so deep and steeped in Fiji, and 


because of her upbringing with indigenous Fijians in the 


her new church, the Assemblies of God. 


Just before my arrival she told me that a pastor and some members 
of her church had just left. They had prayed together for all the people in 
Parliament. 


This was the first time for me to meet Mrs Veermati Chaudhry. And 
she said all this to me in response to my introduction of myself to her as a 
member of the SVT party who had been a critic of her husband for the last 
eight years. | spent about an hour in their modest wooden house. It is 
very clean, neatly furnished with nice furniture and carpet. It has a very 
homely feeling about it. Now | understand why they did not want to shift. 
| would not want to shift anywhere else if | had a house, compound and 
location like theirs. 


For a while, we watched the television news of the latest goings-on at 
the Parliament complex. After hearing George Speight, Sachin and 
| wondered about his state of mind. Then Emosi Bari expressed his view 
that the ‘coup’ was mainly a grab for political power by some leaders of 
Kubuna who have always believed that they should be politically pre- 
eminent amongst the indigenous Fijians. Emosi also told me that once he 
had earnestly advised his boss to include one or two Kubuna Chiefs from 
the Fijian Association Party backbench in his Cabinet. He had warned 
Mr Chaudhry that vanua politics was far more dangerous in its power 
motivation and direction than rivalry between Indian political leaders. The 
response from his boss was that none of the Fijian Chiefs in the FAP was 
‘clean’ enough to be included. 


rs Chaudhry told me, at the time | visited, that very few people had 
been to see them. Mrs Chaudhry’s family appeared to be in a cheerful 
mood when | arrived and when | left. | came away wondering about this 
gap between my positive impression of the private Chaudhry family and 
the public image of the Prime Minister that many people have, and that 
the coup makers said had compelled them to seize his government. 
Mrs Veermati Chaudhry had impressed me as a dignified and generous 
woman. Mahendra Chaudhry was a very fortunate man in that regard. 
| regret that | had not said sorry to her as an indigenous Fijian for what 
happened to her husband and son. 
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join Taufa Vakatale, the former President of the SVT party, and her 


group of women who had written to Veermati Chaudhry and publicly 


apologised to her for wh 
fellow indigenous Fijia 
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FIJI'S NEW WESTERN 
CONFEDERACY 


Roderick Ewins 
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and since independence in 1970, the so-called ‘Bau/Lau’ grouping have 


tended to dominate Fijian politics. Ratu Sir George Cakobau of Bau 
became the first Governor-General, with Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara 
(paramount chief of Lau) as Prime Minister for nearly two decades. Ratu 


Sir Penaia Ganilau, paramount of Cakaudrove (Lau 


next became Governor-General, and after the 1987 coups the President, 
replaced in turn by Mara. Mara’s wife is the highest-ranked chief of Rewa, 


but Burebasaga has fared less well in the powe 
and Lau, and foreign aid, hurricane relief etc. have 


the east to a degree other Fijians have complained was most inequitable. 
Western leaders have held none of the strategic posts until the election in 


‘s partner in the Tovata) 
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long been directed into 


1987 of Bavadra, member of a noble lineage and married to a chief, Adi 
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the 1987 coups. And though represented as a united ‘Fijian’ action, the 
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radically different. Speight is one of an increasing group of economic 
‘chancers’ in such developing countries, and the chaos following 1987 


opened up undreamed-of possibilities for 
hry government was imposing were disastrous 


accountability the Chaud 


them. The structure and 


from their viewpoint, and also set in train legal forces that, if permitted to 
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us — it’s just that happily, most of the time, in a climate of law and order, 
they have fewer opportunities to act so concertedly or on such a scale. It is 
in fact a tribute to the customary decency of the wider ethnic Fijian 
community, and the responsible behaviour of the majority of the police 
and military, that Fiji has not developed into a Sarajevo or Kosovo. | do not 


believe it ever will, despite having little confidence that a resolution of the 
crisis is near. 


THE ‘GHOSTLY SMELL OF 
INDIAN COOLIES TOO 
STRONG FOR SPEIGHT 


Victor Lal 


In a cruel twist of irony, George Speight and his band of racist and 


The island is, ironically, 
Indian coolies, t 


from the native Fijians. 


criminal henchmen, are clamouring for freedom from their temporary 
prison on Nukulau Island, a popular picnic spot outside the capital Suva. 


a former departure point to Fiji's sugar fields for 


he ancestors of deposed Prime Minister Mahendra Pal 
Chaudhry and other Indo-Fijians, whom Speight removed from power at 
the point of a gun because they, according to him, ‘smelled’ differently 
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from 1879 onwards, did not escape the yoke of slavery. According to 
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Miss Hannah Dudley of the Fiji Methodist Mission: ‘They arrive in this 
country timid, fearful women, not knowing where they are to be sent. 
They are allotted to plantations like so many dumb animals. If they do not 
perform their work satisfactorily they are struck or fined, or sent to goal. 


The life on the plantations alters their demeanour an 


d even their very 


faces. Some look crushed and broken-hearted, others sullen, others hard 
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Earlier, | referred to George Speight as the ‘Marginal Man’ in Fiji 
society, a phrase borrowed from an article by Harry M. Chambers 


In 1978, Dr Satendra Nandan, the poet/academic who was among 
those seized in Parliament on 14 May 1987, had reminded the nation: ‘It 
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‘The Marginal Man in Fiji Society: Cultural Advantage 


Chambers noted that a marginal man is a person of mixed 
heritage, obtained by way of marriage or as a resul 
between ancestors of different cultural heritage. The Margina 


sometimes classified as a ‘half-caste’. 


In Fiji society, he is called Part-Eu 
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Unfortunately, if there is any community in Fiji that can truly claim to 
be Fijian constitutionally, it is the Indo-Fijians, for as Chambers has pointed 
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out, in Fiji society, biologica 


European contact, resulting from the high frequency of Me 
interaction and interma 


Polynesian and, especially, Tong 


Above all, Speight’s detention on Nuk 
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traz Island’, it is to be sincerely hoped that 
they will, if and when they are finally released from Nukulau, carry with 
them the spirit of the Indian coolies before them, who went on to give us 
a Garden of Eden, and not a racist ‘Satan's Paradise’ which Speight and 
Associates have turned Fiji into in the 21st century. 


THE RACE BANDWAGON 


Sanjay Ramesh 
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deposed in the coups of 1987. The process of developing any meaningful 


culture of democracy among indigenous Fijians was thwarted in 1987 and 
then given a knee-jerk start in 1997 with the promulgation of the new 
compromise constitution. At that time, SVT Cabinet Ministers remained 
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in their defiance for any concessions to Indo-Fijians and all this is 
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confidence against Prime Minister Chaudhry. It is believed that Dr Tupeni 
Baba, who is rumoured to have supported the nationalist protest on 
19 May, was to be installed as the new Prime Minister of Fiji. However, 
that was not to happen because George Speight and his six gun 


Following an intensification of anti-government activities, moves were 
afoot from within the Coalition government to move a motion of no 
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THE STRANGE SAGA OF 
SPEIGHT’S SIEGE IN SUVA 


Graeme Dobell 
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In the 2000 crisis, by contrast, there was no censorship for the 
domestic media and no attempt by the Ministry of Information to control 
international reporting. This time, Fiji was served by three newspapers 
(The Fiji Times, The Post and The Sun), two radio networks (Radio Fiji and 
FM 96) and the television service, Fiji One. This time the internet was 
a factor, influencing both international and national agendas. (George 
Speight, inside the Parliament compound, could log on to the web 
to check how he was being covered.) This time, Fiji's reporters were able 
to keep working. The rumours sweeping Fiji had to compete with real 
news. The international reporters, too, did a better job because they were 
working from a solid basis of information provided by Fiji's media. 


Each of Fiji's media outlets made inevitable mistakes in reporting 
a prolonged crisis produced by deep ethnic and political forces. But the 
overall coverage gave Fijians timely and accurate information. Other key 
institutions — the Parliament, the army, police, Fiji's legal system and the 
Great Council of Chiefs — were notable for how they stuttered or failed in 
dealing with the crisis. 
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George Speight produced more than a terrorist siege. There were 
Pacific rhythms at work and political interests at play. The voice Speight 
projected, via the media, illustrated a leadership and institutional 
paralysis. Elements in the army, police and the chiefly structure were 
backing Speight overtly or covertly. And Fiji's media gave Fijians much 
of the news needed to interpret these forces. 


The Prelude 


The May edition of Fiji's monthly magazine, The Review, was published in 
late April, more than three weeks before Speight’s group seized the 
Parliament on 19 May. The Review marked its eighth birthday with the 
cover headline ‘Operation Chaos’, and an illustration of a ‘To Do List’: 


1. Shut down all essential services 

2. Mobilise protest marchers 

3. Remove Mahendra Chaudhry as PM 
4. Restore Fijian leadership 

5. Control Fiji 


127 


The article by deputy editor Tamarisi Digitaki anticipated a legal 
campaign of civil disobedience waged by the Fiji nationalist Taukei 
Movement to topple the Chaudhry government elected in May 1999. The 
cover story (like Mahendra Chaudhry himself) downplayed the idea 
of violent action because the army was proclaiming its loyalty: ‘Another 
military coup seems an unlikely option at this stage. [Military chief] 
Commodore Frank Bainimarama has already denounced allegations of the 
army's involvement. In fact, the army personnel whom The Review talked 
to agree that if there is another coup, then blood, and lots of it, will be 
shed this time. That alone makes it a very unattractive option. On the 
other hand, it shouldn't be forgotten that no one thought military 
intervention was possible in 1987.’ 
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The key factor in the scenario painted by The Review was the real 
threat of violence. The article did not directly anticipate the split in the 
military, with Parliament seized by the army’s specialist force, the Counter 
Revolutionary Warfare Unit. But Tamarisi Digitaki accurately caught the 
jittery mood in Suva because of ‘the similarities between the events 
leading up to Rabuka’s first coup in 1987 and the current situation. Political 
unrest prevails now as it did back then and political correctness aside, 
more and more Fijians are resenting the fact that an Indian is in power.’ 


The judgement of Australia’s top diplomat in Suva, Sue Boyd, was that 
unease was so widespread, Chaudhry was only days away from being 
overthrown by his own MPs when Speight struck. Australia’s High 
Commissioner told the ABC: ‘What is actually ironic is that our friends in 
the Fiji Labour Party told us that they themselves had decided that 
Mahendra Chaudhry had to go.’ Boyd said the Party planned to replace 
Chaudhry with his deputy, Tupeni Baba, an indigenous Fijian. Others in 
Suva were sceptical that the party room revolt would have disposed 
of Chaudhry. The Prime Minister had previously overcome his colleagues’ 
questions and doubts. In the words of one Suva journalist: ‘Mahendra was 
always the strongest one there. He would have just stared them down 
again and they would have shut up.’ 


Chaudhry’s treatment of Fiji's media was sometimes as brutal as his 
treatment of his own MPs. Soon after being elected Prime Minister he 


attacked the Fiji Times for its ‘distorted and doctored news’. The 
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CHAUDHRY’S LAST 
PUBLIC ADDRESS BEFORE 
HE WAS MADE HOSTAGE 


Mahendra Chaudhry 


Two days before his government was taken over by George 
Speight and group, Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry spoke to 
about 500 people at a public meeting in Nasinu. That was 
probably his last public utterance before he was made hostage — 
shut behind parliament doors till now. What he said at the public 
meeting at Nasole Temple on Wednesday 17 May is very much 
today a concern for everyone — racial unity. He said the 
government's latest priority was to work out strategies to unite 
the nation. ‘Fiji is the only home and hope of all people living here 
— we must have a common goal and hope,’ he said. He also said 
that indigenous Fijians and Rotumans should know that their rights 
and interests take precedence over the rights and interests of 
other communities, should there be a conflict of interest between 
Fijians and other communities. 


We are completing our first year in Parliament, this coming Friday the 
19th of May. Actually, | should have been here earlier than this evening to 
meet with you and share our views. But it is better late than never. 


| have been trying to persuade my Members of Parliament in your 
constituency to convene meetings regularly, particularly when Parliament 
is sitting every second month and when we have other Members 
of Parliament from other parts of the country in Suva, so that we can go 
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around and meet with the people, in and around Suva, in Nasinu, Nausori, 
Lami, because there are all of us here for two or three weeks at a time 


every second month. 


But for some reason it has not been possible before now to arrange 
such a meeting. Having taken the initiative now, | hope that your MPs 
here will try and hold meetings in different parts of their constituency at 


more regular intervals. 
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For the poor, the disabled and the disadvantaged with no income and 


no means of support, the government in its 2000 budget increased the 


with the living co 


family assistance allowance by $1.5 million. So there is now $6.5 million 
a year for what used to be called the Destitute Allowance. We call it 
Family Assistance Allowance. That is the second initiative we took. 


We promised the poor that we would help you when we are elected. 
There are many people who are poor, who live in rural areas and in and 
around cities and towns. There is urban poverty also. We are very familiar 


nditions of many people out in your area, in squatter 


settlements and elsewhere who live in those conditions because they 
cannot earn enough income and support their families and live a life of 


dignity. So we moved to do that. 


The Minister of Works has already told you that we have already 


knocked down the charges for electricity and further reductions in these 
charges will take place soon. For those with incomes of $6500 a year and 
less we have promised we will bring down the Housing Authority interest 
rates from 11.5 per cent to 6 per cent. We have done that. It couldn't be 


done overnight bu 


And for those 
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promise that we have fulfilled. We said to you that we will re-establish 
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Up as resources permit. So that is another promise tha 


ould promote development in rural areas by allocating 


more money and resources for agriculture. My Minister for Agriculture has 
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already spoken about that. And there is a very good reason for doing that. 
Every country should produce enough food to feed the population. Food 
security is very important. We cannot rely on imported food. That is the 
wrong strategy. 


We must produce as much food as we can within the country so that 
food is cheap and import only food that we cannot grow locally. And for 
that if we have to protect our farmers we should protect them. That is 
why we helped to revive Rewa Rice Ltd. Some people did not like that. 
But there were 1000 rice farmers in Vanua Levu. They have no other 
livelihood and if we hadn’t revived the Rewa Rice company those 1000 
families would have become destitute. 
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Some people who are importing rice into this country and who are 
making a lot of money out of that did not like that because they said they 
will not be able to make a lot of money if Rewa Rice company comes back 
into operation. They don’t want to care about what those 1000 families will 
do, how their children and wives will live, what they will eat. But this 
government cares about them. We care for the people, that is why we did 
that. It cost the people $4.5 million to start Rewa Rice again. But this is the 
government that puts people before money. That is why we did that. 


Another reason for agriculture development is that land in this country 
is largely owned by our Fijian brothers and sisters. Now much of that land 
is lying idle and undeveloped, except in the sugarcane belt. A lot of othe 
land is not put to productive use. The government's strategies are to see 
that by investing money in agriculture we will encourage our Fijian 
brothers and sisters to develop their land so that they can earn income 
from that development. They can become commercial farmers, land 
which they did not need, once they develop it they can lease it and earn 
an income from lease money. 


=a 


And for that we have created additional resources and all those land 
owners who are willing to have their land developed can use this money 
to develop that. And this is one way of addressing Fijian poverty in 
the rural areas because they have a resource there which they can 
develop and earn incomes out of. This is another reason for pouring 
money into agriculture. 
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| can go on for the rest of the night telling you what government has 
done to help the poor, help revive economic development. Mr Krishna 


richer that Fiji. 


Fiji's only hope (and hope) for all her people is that we all come 


ogether a 


s brothers and sisters, as citize 


Dutt has told you that he has confirmed most of our promises inside the 
ast 12 months. But much work needs to be done. 


Our latest priority at this time is to unite our nation. That is very 
important. Because a nation that is divided, which is split, will not 
progress. No matter where you are. We have seen this even in the 
developed world where the inter-ethnic conflict and other unfortunate 
events have crippled much greater nations, much more advanced and 


ns with common interest, with 
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d under that very Constitution 


es are firmly secure. Moreover, 
ity — the Fijian and Rotumans take precedence over 
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ies should there be a conflict of 
s of the Fijian community and 
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happened to this country 
process, everybody, not 
those who created this 
Indians, Fijians, Chinese. 


red — 


ered to some degree and the consequence of that: the country 


suffered because the economy plunged. Jobs were lost, our currency 
devalued, everything became very dear. Government did not have 


oney to provide for good health services, education, to build 


roads, to help the poor. 
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And it took us 12 long years to build back. We put th 
997. It came into force in 1998. It is a Cons 
the people of the country, irrespective of race. It is 
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seeks to unite 


rough a new 
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a Constitution that provides for power sharing. Our government is made 
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a non-Fijian Prime Minister. 


uation, it was very i 


our political parties. It is not a Labour government. It is a 
Coalition government. We have the Labour Party, the Fijia 
he Christian Democrat Alliance, and the Party of National Unity. 
have the General Voters Party who joined us a 
elections. We have one or two independents as well. Out of 71 mem 
ament, 58 sit on our side. 


is a very representative governme 


race. And we 


sisters. As Prime Minister, 
use for 


mpor 
ple. | also inv 


join the government because they had a 
Constitution, any party which wins 10 per cent or more of the seats is 


entitled to be represented 
government. But they stipu 
any reasonable government 


out of the government. Otherwise they wou 


government also. 


Now we also have a ma 


in Cabinet. 
ated condition 
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to accept. And 
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People’s 
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And 
the 
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ter 


nt. No one can accuse it of 
took special pains to reassure 
| appointed 12 Fijians to 
irst time, 


he he nation was 


the trust and 
hat time the SVT party to 
constitutional right. Under the 


ant that | retain 


did invite them to join the 
s which were very difficult for 
by choice they decided to stay 
d have been part of the 


National Federation Party. That 


party is not represented in Parliament any more. They had a coalition with 


the SVT party. And when t 
a platform also of multi-racia 
changed. It is 


ism. But after 


no longer espousing multi-racia 


become very racial. One ca 


directions and all that. On account o 
remains part of that coalition. Because we have 


n see that in 


hey went into the election, they went on 


hey lost the elections, SVT has 
principles. In fact, they have 
Parliament too, in debate and 


that | am wondering whether the NFP 


o be honest with ourselves. 


We cannot play politics with the lives of innocent people. And we don’t do 
that. We went to these elections, and ever since the formation of the Labour 


Party, we had a dream, a vision about Fiji. We want to see a prosperous and 
united country. It has great people and great potential. It will all come 
together. Nobody will want to go to Australia and New Zealand. We can create 
those conditions right here in Fiji. But only if we can come together. 


So that is the vision with which we have been working ever since 1985 
when | entered politics for the first time. And that is the vision that has driven 
us and my colleagues. We have a vision for Fiji. We want to see a united and 
prosperous Fiji where there is love, there is sharing and caring for each other, 


and where the nation has enough resources to provide for every one. 


After all what does the human being want. What do you want? 
Whether you be a Fijian, an Indian or Chinese, what do you want? What 
do you really want from life? What you want is to be happy. Everybody 
wants to be happy, and to be happy you must be able to satisfy your daily 

U 
e 


needs. If you have children you must be able to provide for them. Yo 
must have a place called home, a roof over your heads, you must hav 
clothes to wear. You must have three meals a day. You must have a job 
which brings you the income from which you can provide for you 
children. You want the government to provide for education for you 
children and good health services and water and electricity. 


If you have all of these you are a contented person. That is what one 
expects from life. If you are able to meet your daily needs, your family is 
happy, your children get a good education, they are able to get a good 
job. That is what everybody wants. And that is the responsibility of 
government. Then we provide these things for our people. (Clapping) 


f 
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But we cannot do that unless we come together. Government can 
only do so much. What government can do depends on its ability, on the 
financial resources that it has at its disposal, but the economy does not 
just run on that. The economy runs on how productively we use th 
resources at our disposal. And if our economy is doing well then peop 
will be doing well, too, so long as you help the government there whic 
believes in fair distribution of wealth. This is the vision we have of Fiji. An 
we can do it if we can come together. There are issues that they ar 
addressing in those marches. They are not the real issues affecting th 
Fijians. No. Their real issues are what | am saying. 


moa r7 o 
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Life has never been easy but we can make it easy if we all do the 
right thing. So that is my appeal to you tonight and from time to time we 
will be coming and visiting you and we will be keeping you informed of 
what the government does. 


CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT 
AND STATEMENT OF 
22 MAY 2000 


George Speight 


Excellency: 


| am writing on behalf of the group of indigenous Fijians who took over 
the Parliament of Fiji on Friday 19 May 2000. The illegal and 
unconstitutional action that was taken is acknowledged. It represented 
a year’s efforts on the part of a wide spectrum of the indigenous 
community to bring to the attention of the Government, our increasing 
concern in the way the People’s Coalition government began to address 
issues that are of fundamental importance to the indigenous community 
of Fiji. 


For example, the nature of the tenancy of indigenous-owned land to 
Indo-Fijian cane farmers, the progressive removal of affirmative action for 
the indigenous community which has lagged behind in every sector of the 
Fiji economy — in education, in commerce, in the professions, in 
management, in technical staff, etc. 


, 


The 1997 Constitution was rejected by eight of the fourteen Fijian 
provinces, however by a combination of parliamentary and not-so- 
parliamentary manoeuvring, the Great Council of Chiefs approved the 
amended Constitution. In fact, the 1997 Constitution is not an amendment 
of the 1990 Constitution but represents a brand new Constitution. 


To compound this serious error in judgement on the part of the 
indigenous political leadership, the SVT government with lack of foresight 
and prudence, at the tail end of its administration, introduced 
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Since Mr Chaudhry came to power he has attempted to coerce the 
NLTB to continue granting leases to tenants under ALTA. This goes right 


against the face of a clearly stated policy of the Great Counci 


| of Chiefs and 


the NLTB that any renewal of leases will come under the Native Land Trust 
Act. As far as indigenous landowners are concerned, ALTA must and 
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the going difficult. 


ave been avoided if Mr Chaudhry 
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rom the start of 
statements, P 
itators and those 
present crisis lies 


Mr Chaudhry, whose arrogance and refusal to 


s of his style of 
knew him in his 
the fact that he 


‘tough shod’ over the concerns of the indigenous community. 


Added to this, the grievance of the indigenous com 


munity was that 


the President ignored the grounds of dissatisfaction of the indigenous 


community as expressed throughout the media over the last 12 months. 
This then led to two public demonstrations which were then subsequently 
followed by a third demonstration that culminated in the entry of 
representatives of the indigenous people into Parliament. 


There is no denying that the events of 19 May 2000 represent an 
assault of democracy and constitutionality. The events represented ‘the 
ast straw’ to many members of the indigenous community. It was not 
meant to be vengeance nor violent. Those who did what they did on 
19 May 2000 did so because it was the only way available to them to 
bring to the attention of the powers that be that the concerns of the 
indigenous community are real and need to be addressed with urgency. 


It is well within the moral high position of the President of Fij 
persuade the PM and his government to voluntarily resign. It would give 
he opportunity, under the State of Emergency, to appoint an Interim 
Government drawn from all major political parties. The task of such a 
government is first and foremost to address the grievances of the 
indigenous community in the light of the 1997 Constitution. Unfortunately, 
to date, the President appears reluctant to adopt this path that could lead 
to immediate stability, reconciliation among the major communities, 
economic growth and development. This would be well within the legal 
powers of the President of Fiji since he has declared a State of Emergency. 
Such prudent and statesman-like action would have found acceptance and 
approval by the international community. 


153 


STATEMENT TO THE 
COMMONWEALTH BY THE 


FIJI 


PEOPLE’S COALITION 
GOVERNMENT 


Hon. Pratap Chand and Hon. Jokapeci Koroi 


A statement made to the Secretary-General, Commonwealth 
Secretariat, Mr Don McKinnon, and Members of the Commonwealth 
Ministerial Action Group 


Introduction 


We submit 


the following statement for urgent consideration by the 


Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group, scheduled to meet on 6 June 


2000. 


We regard the convening of the CMAG meeting as a clear and very 


welcome si 
about the c 


gnal of the level of concern shown by the Commonwealth 
urrent crisis in the Fiji Islands, in particular the unlawful and 


unconstitutional overthrow of the democratically elected People’s Coalition 


governmen 


by terrorists on Friday 19 May, and the holding of our Prime 


Minister and Government as hostages for the past two weeks. 


Brief overview of developments since 19 May 2000 


(i) the pri 


ncipal demands of the terrorists led by Speight were 


the dismissal of the Prime Minister and the elected Government; 


the ab 


rogation of the Constitution; amnesty for Speight and 


co-conspirators; the establishment of ethnic Fijian paramountcy within 
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a new constitution; and the appointment of a new exclusively ethnic 
Fijian Government. Speight has persistently insisted the release of the 
s was conditional on these demands being met. 


hostage 


(ii) Following the takeover of Pa 


including the Prime Minister and members of his 
pledged its support to the President in his 


executive authority and 


tliament and the taking of hostages 


Cabinet, the Coalition 
decision to assume 


o declare a state of emergency. This course 


of action appeared to be the best possible alternative in view of the 
crisis facing the country at the time. 


(iii) On Saturday 27 May, following resolutions of the 


(Council 


of Chiefs), the President adopted a co 


resulted in the dismissal of the Prime Minister 


suspension of Parliament. The Government rej 


action a 
would h 


and democratically elected government by terrorists. 


In support of our position, we submitted to the President copies 


of three 


confirmed that the Presiden 


extend 
suspens 


a 

(iv) The dis 
f 

he con 


ppoin 


esolution 


T 
appointmen 
a 


Bose Levu Vakaturaga 
urse of action which 
and Cabinet and the 
ected this course of 


nd made its position clear to the President. We argued that it 


ave the effect of legitimising the overthr 


opinions by international constitutional 


o the dismissal of the Prime Minister a 


missal of the Prime Minister by the 
passed by the Bose Levu Vakaturag 
stitutional powers of the BLV are in f 


a] 


ts powers under the Constitution did not 


ion of the Parliament. His actions were unequivocally unlawfu 
nd unconstitutional. 


ow of a constitutional 


experts, all of which 


nd his Cabinet or the 


President followed 
a (Council of Chiefs). 
act restricted to the 


of 14 members of the Senate (section 64 (1) a), and the 


ment and removal of the President (s.90 and s.93). 


We advised the President of these limitations on 


the BLV's powers. 


In essence, the BLV does NOT have the power to remove the government 
or the Prime Minister. Nor does it have the authority to demand or 
endorse any political configuration that follows from such action. 


(v) Following the takeover of Parliament, supporters of the terrorists plunged 
the country into orchestrated violence, looting, arson, ransacking, 
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hijacking of vehicles, a 
innocent people and wh 


(vi) The mi 


litary interventio 


nd other shocking acts of terrorism, targeting 
ole communities — especially Indo-Fijians. 


n this week was ostensibly aimed at restoring 


law and order. The Coalition totally rejects this argument. Firstly, the 
military did not intervene to restore law and order when the 
Government was unlawfully taken captive by the terrorists. Moreover, 


during 
demon 


the 10 days t 
strated very clea 


hat ensued after the takeover, the military 
rly that it was unwilling to restore law and order. 


Secondly, the military has taken the drastic and quite unnecessary 


action 
and ab 
the te 
compo 


of removing the 


rogating the Constitution. Further, 
rrorists and engaged in negotiations with them about th 


sition of an inte 


the process of developi 


to anu 


We reject all 


and un 
has a 


intention to restore law and order. 


constitutional. T 
clear political a 


(vii) The actions taken by th 
have not been directe 
Constitution, and restor 
the contrary, they manifestly support the principal demands of the 
terrorists which were a 
government and the Constitution, in furtherance of the personal 
agendas of a few agitators. 


mber of Speight’s choices for the proposed interim governmen 


hese actions taken by the Fiji Military Forces as unlawfu 


President, assuming executive authority itself, 
has offered an amnesty 


= 


(0) 
e 


rim military-appointed government as well as 
ng a new Constitution. The military has agreed 
t 


hey make it abundantly clear that the military 
genda that goes well beyond its professed 


e President, the BLV and the Fiji Military Forces 
d at solving the hostage crisis, upholding the 
ing the democratically elected government. On 


imed at unlawfully overthrowing a democratic 


People’s Coalition Submission 


(i) We wish to remind the CMAG of the special features of the Fiji Islands 
Constitution and its respected standing in the international community, 
especially in the Commonwealth, for its commitment to the core 
international principles of equality, non-discrimination, human rights, 
and social and economic rights. 


At the heart of our Constitution lies a very comprehensive Bill 
of Rights, including unparalleled provisions on racial discrimination and 


Rabuka (who has this w 
as a member of the Mili 
unanimously approved 
Council of Chiefs, and su 


The origins of our Constitution are grounded in 
g purpose was to ensure that we never had to 


1987 coups. The overridin 
endure the horrors of a 
an unequivocal constitu 
concern that emerged in 
to include strong prov 
indigenous Fijians, and 


protection of indigenous rig 


Indeed the constitution 


co 


orture. We are very proud of this. 


n terms of process, the Constitution is the prod 
of consultations and consensus building. The specific content is the 
product of joint negotiations between all political 
ook place under the former SVT governme 


eek been appointed 


up again. Another key o 
tional commitment to a 


hts. 


is hailed as an exemp 


protection and advancement of indigenous rights by 


community. 


(ii) We are now effectively dealing with an illegal and 


nt and its Prime Min 
by the 
tary Council of Advisers). The Constitution 
by both houses of Fiji's Pa 
bsequently endorsed by the Co 


the pa 


1987, including ethnic dispa 
isions for affirmative action on behalf of 
he further constitutional entrenc 


uct of five years 
parties, and they 
ister, 
FMF Commander 
was 
the 
Ith. 


the 


liament, and 


mmonwead 


inful lessons o 


bjective was to give 
ddressing issues of 
rities and the need 


hment of the 


ry model for the 
he international 


la 


unconstitutional 


overthrow of government, supported by various institutions of the 


state, including th 
Constitution. Any in 
of the Fiji Military 

egitimise the overthrow 
t would give recognition 


(iii) The overthrow of a constitutiona 
hrough the support of a te 
standards including the core civil and 


by the military ( 
hostages) offends intern 


political rights embraced by th 


e military, and the unlawful ab 
ernational support for the recent (or future) actions 
Forces outsi 


de its ‘law and ord 
mocracy and constit 
unlawful and uncon 


of de 
to an 


and democratically 


rogation of our 


er’ mandate would 
utional government. 
stitutional regime. 


elected government 


ationa 


e Commonwealth. 


rrorist group using 


As you well know, 
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these cherished principles have been restated and enhanced 
ast decade, especially through the Millbrook Commonwea 


Programme. 


(iv) 


democracy, goo 


vigilantly defended by the Com 
Declaration now stands fundamentally violated in the Fiji Is 


t is crucial that the integrity of these 
d governance, human rights and the rule o 
monwea 


situation demands an urgent and 


Commonwealth, 


Failure to do this will without d 


a to 


a rapid degeneration into ins 


ethnic perse 


al breakdown of law and 


through the CMAG. 


cution and 


international commi 


itutionali 


serious human 


over the 
th Action 


ments to 
f law are 


th. The Harare Comm 


principled response 


oubt result in: 


security forces and armed vigilante groups 


victimisation and 
supporters, and the 


a flaring-up of host 
Fijian Community in 


ile 


nd 


clu 


the wester 
People’s Coa 


a rapid decli 


all accountability institu 


onwealth 


ands. The 


by the 


order and a descent into anarchy 
sed racial discrimination 


rights violations both by the 


rassment of government members and 
0-Fijian community in general 
provincialism (tribalism) within the ethnic 
ding the setting up of a separate state by 
n provinces which strongly supports the elected 


lition gove 


ne in the i 


NMEN 


tions. 


(v) We have high, and we know justified, hopes t 


Commonwealth 


will g 


the principal in 


crisis, consistent with our Constitution and the H 


ive a clear and decisive 
ermediary in securing a satisfactory outcome of the 


ntegrity of Fiji's judici 


ary, public service and 


hat the CMAG and the 
commitment to being 


arare Principles. 


Specifically, we ask you to invoke your mandate and related 
operational machinery to help restore the constitutional and 
democratically elected government and uphold our Constitution. 


(vi) We the 


Con 
of 


inue to rf 


Commonwea 
be in line wit 


Warn the F 
democratica 


refore look to th 


iji Mi 


ecogn 


Prime Minister 
Government of the Fiji 


Ith’s d 
h the 


ec 


ise the People’s Coali 


ecision on Sierra Leo 
principles of the Hara 


itary Forces that its failure to restore 
ly elected People’s Coaliti 


re Declaration. 


AG to take action along the following lines: 


ion under the leadership 


ahendra Chaudhry as the legitimate 
Islands. This wou 


Id be consistent with the 
ne in 1997. It would also 


he 
he 


on government and 


1997 Constitution will result in the imposition of the full force of 


he Common 


Specify that 


i) Fiji's expu 


other as 


iv) A Commonwea 


the United Nati 


If this does not happen 
hat the CMAG call for the u 


2000), we ask 
release of hostages. 


If the Fiji Military Fo 


Ision 


iii) Suspension of technical a 


sistan 


hese sanctions wi 


by the Fiji Mi 


ons and other inte 


rces do not restore 


wealth and international sa 
regime set up by the Fiji Military Forces. 


| include 


nctions against the illegal 


rom the Commonwealth 


ii) A unified suspension of diplomatic 
regime set up 


relations with the illegal 


itary Forces by member states 


ssistance, development aid and 


ce or support by member states and the 
Commonwealth Secretariat 


Ith commitment to pursuing further diplomatic, 
political and economic isolation of the illegal regime through 


rnational agencies. 


by the time of your meeting on Monday (6 June 


he 


nconditional and immediate 


elected government and 


the 1997 Constitution, we ask that the Commonwealth take necessary 


measures in response, | 
a peacekeeping force. 


We stress the n 


eed 


rapidly. 


ncluding the setting up and rapid deployment of 


to act now, without further delay, before the 
situation deteriorates very 
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Conclusion 


Our Government and the vast majority of Fiji citizens of all ethnic groups 
cherish our membership of the Commonwealth. In our time of crisis, we 
look to the Commonwealth to uphold the integrity of its Charter and, 
accordingly, to take firm, decisive and principled action to help restore 
constitutional government in our beloved country. 


STATEMENT TO MEMBERS 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
MINISTERIAL GROUP 


Introduction 
The Fiji Trades Unio 


Felix Anthony 


n Congress, 


Council, submits the following s 


Commonwealth Min 


sterial Actio 


We welcome the CMAG mee 


shown 


by the Commonwealth 


overthrow of the democratically 


The 


constitu 


People’s Coa 
the Fijian Associatio 
first election held fol 
ion, the Peopl 


elec 


tion govern 


the Coalition, the Fiji Labour 


37 members. 


Coali 


men 


n Party, the VLV a 


ed People’s Coa 


nd the Party of 


owing the overwhelming accepta 
e’s Coalition won 55 seats in Fij 


Par 


The FTUC has close links with the Fiji Labou 
ormer leaders are now a part of the Cabinet. Clear 
tion has a massive mandate given to it in 
mandate had not been given to any elected government since Fiji's 
independence in 1970. We, the workers of 
groups, are proud partners in Fiji's governanc 
Party. The People’s Coalition was speedily del 


tis a coalition of the 


ting. It demonstrates the 
at the unlawful a 


ition 


& 


y was the larges 


f Party an 
ay 1999. 
his count 


e through 
ivering on 


is Pa 


tional Unity. In 
nce of Fiji's new 


d seve 


hrough the Commonwealth Trade Union 
atement for urgent consideration by the 
n Group meeting on Fiji. 


evel of concern 


nd unconstitutional 


government. 


rly, 
he 


Fiji Labour Pa 


liament. Within 
grouping with 


ral of our 
People’s 
decisive 


y, the 
Such a 


ry of all ethnic 
the Fiji Labour 
its program of 
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government. It is this su 


ccess that most explains the actions of terrorists 


and others supporting them. 


Background 
(i) The key demands of 


the terrorists led by Speight were 


the dismissal of the Prime Minister and the elected government; 
dismissal of the President; 


the abrogation of 


the Constitution; 


amnesty for Speight and other terrorists; 
the establishment of ethnic Fijian domination through a new 


constitution; 


and the appointment of a new exclusively ethnic Fijian 


Government until 


a new constitution is approved. 


Speight has persistently insisted the release of the hostages was 


conditional on these 
evening (5 June). 

The narrative below s 
met. It shows the mi 


(ii) Following the takeo 
including the Prime 
pledged its support 
executive authority a 
of action appeared | 


demands being met — restating them only this 


hows most of these demands have already been 
itary’s complicity with Speight’s cause. 


ver of Parliament and the taking of hostages 
inister and members of his Cabinet, the FTUC 
to the President in his decision to assume 
nd to declare a state of emergency. This course 
ogical given that the state of emergency was 


constitutionally decla 


red. 


(iii) However, on Saturday 27 May, following resolutions of the Bose Levu 
Vakaturaga (Council of Chiefs), the President went beyond this and 


dismissed the Prim 


e Minister and Cabinet and suspended the 


Parliament. This effectively was giving in to the first of the demands 
of Speight and his supporters — i.e. the removal of the People’s 


Coalition government 


(iv) The dismissal of the Prime Minister by the President followed 


resolutions passed by 


the Bose Levu Vakaturaga (Council of Chiefs). The 


(v) 


(vi) 


BLV has 

ppointm 
constitutiona 
iven its u 


a 
g 


piu 


Wo 


er 


ollowing 


Ng 


innocent 
rkers a 
fights ab 


doc 


pre 


domination. It has ag 


and 


The military's abrogation of the Constitution has no su 
ety. It is condemn 
iti 


soci 
Coa 


Fiji 


[he military inte 
ollowing t 
1997 Consti 
o two other principa 
he remova 


The milita 
abrogating 


h 


orists, securi 
umented. 


en 
| mat 
nanimo 


the ta 
he coun 
people 
nd farm 


edt try i 


and 


rven 
he declara 
tution. By 


| of th 


uses. Reports on 


ty forces and vigila 


e Presid 


nto orc 
whole 


ion 
tion of martial law, 
| demands of Speigh 
ent and the abrog 


ry’s action 


offered an amnesty to th 
hem abou 
demands o 


is men to bea 


on governmen 


an 


soci 


d many chiefs 


tion is totally un 


abrogating the Consti 


keover of Parliament, supporters of the ter 
hestrated human rights abuses ta 
communities — especially Indo- 
ers have borne the brunt of this violence and 
human rights abuses have bee 
relayed to the Secretary General separately. The links between 
nte groups have bee 


was aimed at restoring law and ord 


no constitutional functions with respect to dismissal or 
t of government. It has an advisory role to play i 
ers. With respect to the Constitution itself, the B 
us endorsement to the Constitution in early 199 


LV ha 
7 
rorists 
rgeting 
Fijians. 
human 


now 


well 


er. But 


he military abrogated the 


tution, the m 
t and co-con 


ilitary gave in 
spirators, i.e., 


ation of the Constitution. 


in assuming executive authori 
the Constitu 


necessary. F 


ty itself and 


urther, it has 


e terrorists and en 


gaged in neg 


otiations with 


the framework for a new constitution — two of the other 
the terrorists. 


tis clear that the military has a political agenda that goes well 
beyond its objective of restoring law and order. It h 
sympathies with Speight and his group. It has committed itself to 
paring a consti 


as obvious 


ution that will enshrine indigenous Fijian 


reed to a course of action that will a 
part of government in the near future. 


low Speight 


pport in Fiji 


ed by the Fiji Trades Union Congress, the People’s 
, by the Fiji Law Society, by the Vice President of 
hroughout the country, by a whole range of civil 
ety organisations. It has no legitimacy therefore. 
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(vii)The sequence of actions taken by the President, the BLV and the Fiji 
Military Forces have not been directed at solving the hostage crisis, 
upholding the Constitution, and restoring the democratically elected 
government. On the contrary, they further the principal demands of 
the terrorists, which were aimed at unlawfully overthrowing a 
democratic government and the Constitution. 


Fiji Trades Union Congress Position 


i) We remind the CMAG and the international community that workers 
and Fiji's civil society cherish their Constitution. The Constitution is 


deeply committed to 


he principles of equality, non-discrimination, 


human rights, and social and economic rights. It protects and 
enhances core labour rights. At the heart is the comprehensive Bill of 
Rights, including its unparalleled provisions on racial discrimination 


and equality. 


ii) The Constitution is the product of five years of consensus building. Th 
specific content is the product of negotiations betwe 
parties. Both houses of Fiji's Parliament and the Council of Chie 
unanimously approved the Constitution. But even more importantly, 


large segment of Fiji 
unions and civic grou 
process. They all have 


iii) A key objective of th 
and enhancing the ri 


Firm constitutional provisions were made for affirmative ac 


society, its non-governmental organisations, trad 
ps directly participated in the constitution-buildin 


a special sense of ownership over this Constitution. 


en all political 


€ 


S 
d 
e 


g 


e Constitution was its commitment to protectin 


g 


ghts and interests of the indigenous community. 


reduce ethnic dispari 
iv) The Council of Chiefs 


the sole constitutiona 


ies. 


ion to 


was given constitutional recognition and granted 
| authority to appoint the President. The Council 


of Chiefs’ nominees in the Senate were given an absolute 


constitutional veto o 
interests, including 


n matters affecting indigenous Fijian rights an 
land matters. Fiji's Constitution is haile 


internationally as an exemplary model for the protection an 
advancement of indigenous rights. 


d 
d 
d 


The ab 


rogation of the Constitution means that there is now an illegal 


and unconstitutional overthrow of democratic and constitutional 
government. Any inter 
actions of the Fiji Milita 


demo 
to an 


unlawful and unco 


national support for the recent (or future) 
ry Forces would legitimise the overthrow of 


cracy and constitutional government. It would give recognition 


nstitutional regime. 


The overthrow of a constitutional and democratically elected 


gover 
using 


Harare Declaration. 


stand 
dema 
v) Fij 
into | 
seriou 


It is crucial that the i 


nment by the mili 
hostages) offends 


s fundamentally 
nds an urgent resp 


now stares at a total 


nstitutionalised ra 


ary (through the support of a terrorist group 
core civil and political rights reflected in the 


ntegrity of the Commonwealth's commitment to 
democracy, good governance, human rights and the rule of law are 
vigilantly defended. The Harare Commonwealth Declaration now 


violated in the Fiji Islands. The situation 
onse by the CMAG. 


breakdown of law and order, a degeneration 
cial discrimination, ethnic persecution and 


s human rights violations by both the security forces and armed 


vigilante groups, victimisation and harassment of government 


members a 


nd trade unions, and the Indo-Fijian community in general. 


Fiji faces the prospect of hostile provincialism. The western provinces 


which 


strongly support t 


he elected People’s Coalition government are 


now proceeding with the setting up of an independent state and 


gover 


nment. 


vi) We are also witnessing a 
public service and accountability institutions. Fiji's independent Public 
Service Commission has now been terminated; several judges have 
already resigned. The public service is being rapidly radicalised as is 


reflected through the most recent appointments to Fij 


abroad. 


rapid decline in the integrity of Fiji’s judiciary, 


‘S missions 


vii) Workers in Fiji ask that the CMAG give a clear and decisive 
commitment to helping secure a satisfactory outcome of the crisis, 
consistent with Fiji's Constitution and the Harare Principles. 
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viii)Specifically, we ask that the CMAG take firm and decisive steps to help 
restore the constitutional and democratically elected government and 
uphold our Constitution. 


We therefore look to the CMAG to take action along the following 


lines: 


Continue to recognise the People’s Coalition under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry as the legitimate government 


of the Fiji Islands. This would be consistent with the principles of the 


Harare Declaration. 


Warn the Fij 


Military Forces that their failure to restore the 


democratically elected People’s Coalition government and the 1997 
Constitution in a reasonable time frame will result in the imposition of 


the full force o 


the Commonwealth and international sanctions 


against the illegal regime set up by the Fiji Military Forces. 


Impose an immediate ban on travel to any Commonwealth country: 


- of Speight and all members of his interim government, 


- all members of 
- heads of public service. 


he military's Council of Advisers 


Specify that should the democratically elected government not be 
restored within two months, the sanctions will include: 


i) Fiji's expulsion from the Commonwealth; 

ii) A unified suspension of diplomatic relations with the illegal regime 
set up by the Fiji Military Forces by member states; 

iii) Suspension of technical assistance, development aid and other 
assistance or support by member states and the Commonwealth 


Secretariat; 


iv) Activating a comprehensive trade, sporting, travel, cultural and 
educational regime of sanctions; 

v) Total freeze on all links with Fiji Government, its public service, the 
military and other institutions; 


vi) A 


Commonwealth commitment to pursuing further diplomatic, 


political and economic isolation of the illegal regime through the 


United Nations and other international agencies; 


vii) A commitment to pursuing leaders of any unconstitutional 
government and Speight and his supporters for human rights 


abuses under international law, a freezing of their assets in 
Commonwealth countries. 

We further ask that the CMAG call for the unconditional and 
immediate release of hostages. 


If the 
the 1997 


take necessary measures in response, including the setting up and rapid 


Fiji Military Forces do not restore the elected government and 
Constitution within two months, we ask that the Commonwealth 


deployment of a stabilising/peacekeeping force. 


We st 
rapidly. 


ress the need to act now before the situation deteriorates very 


Conclusion 


Workers, their trade unions and the vast majority or ordinary citizens of Fiji 
cherish Fiji's membership of the Commonwealth. They look to the 
Commonwealth to take firm and principled action to help restore 


constitutional government in ou 


= 


beloved country. 


We plead that the Commonwealth's actions be decisive so that the 
armed overthrow of democratically elected governments can be brought 
to an end. Let there be no mistake about it. The coup underway in the 


Solomon 


Terror 


slands today (5 June 2000) directly flows from the coup in Fiji. 


ists and armed men seem to have the view that the resolve of 


the Commonwealth and the international community will be weak and 
eventually they will come to terms with a new political order established 


through t 


he force of guns. 
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STATEMENT OF THE 
METHODIST CHURCH IN 
FIJI AND ROTUMA ON 
THE ARMED SEIZURE OF 

GOVERNMENT 


The Methodist Church in Fiji and Rotuma ap 


lliatia Sevati Tuwere 


peals to George Speight 


1 


his group and supporters to free the hostages they hold in the Parliament 
uva. The Church recognises and accepts the reality of the 


complex in S 


situation and speaks on the issue from this perspective. It condemns 

t Mahendra Chaudhry’s government as well as 
rading treatment of its members by being held 
nces the destruction and looting of businesses in Suva 
he loss of the life of a policeman in rioting in the ci 
and lawlessness in other parts o 


illegal takeover of 
inhumane and deg 
vity. It denou 
and other areas, 


capt 


mass attacks, 


The Church su 
and the Grea 


in the hostage situation and to cra 


to the politica 
21 days to al 
because of th 
assessment, 

restore consti 


pports His Excellency th 
t Council of Chiefs in t 


crisis. We believe the 
low martial law to be 
e rapid deterioration in 


his step must be take 
utional government. 


the nation. The Church extends its 
sympathy to members of the Indian community for being targeted in the 
destruction and looting. 


e President, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mar: 
heir efforts to break the stalema 
t a constitutional and just solution 
President's decision to step aside 
imposed in the nation is necessa 
the law and order situation. O 
n to impose the rule of law and to 


he 
he 
in 


y, 


or 
ry, 


N Our 


We are saddened and ashamed of the lawlessness and violence. We take 
ity of failing to teach our people, who make up the majority 


the responsibi 


of the perpetrators and supporters in these unlawful activities. But the 
Church believes something bigger is happening i 
cultural understanding. More effort and energy should be directed a 


cultivating cu 
Indian commu 


tural understanding. We hope that in 


nity can find forgiveness for their attackers and look beyond 
the anger and frustration of this moment, to explore, articulate and 


n this crisis — it is about 


= 


the near future the 


resolve with the indigenous people a common sense of insecurity they 
share in this land. 


Church Position 


members bein 
ethodist Chu 


government, 


biggest following. This statement is issued from 
hat its leadership is united in its condemnation of th 


parts of Fiji, the killing 


g indigenous Fijians, and Christianity is 


rch in Fiji and Rotuma wishes to make 


The Church constitutes the largest Christian denomination in Fiji, most 


the religion with the 

this position. The 
it categorically clear 
e illegal takeover of 


he destruction and looting of businesses in Suva and other 


undivided in i 


political crisis. 


0 
people, and the general hostility directed at the Ind 
of the President and the Great Council of Chiefs in 
seeking a constitutional and just solution to the hosta 


s Suppor 


Theological Responses 


a policeman and the wounding of three other 


ian community. It is 


ge situation and the 


The Fijians being the perpetrators of these activities, the focus of this 


statement is on an indigenous pe 


rspective. Several theological responses 


may be made to the coup attempt and the lawlessness which attended 
this crisis. The responses relate to issues which include the following: 


he State's 
he Church 


=œ œ 


— 


concern to develop multiculturalism, 


theology of love and reconciliation, 


he grassroots identity question in indigenous society, 
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the distinction between what is legal and w 


hat is just, 


the tension between global standards and the specific Fiji situation, 


and the nation-state in a world of transnational corporations a 


agencies. 


Ot 
grou 
co 


and 


address all these issues. 


The impoverish 


agai 
law, we might 
deviance. Whe 
activities, we m 


Former Prime 
a substantia 
people. But 
dish 


this view, i 


people for th 


inister 


nds, enabli 
ed intervention by the milit 
be content with a psych 
n many people take 
ust look fur 


ah 
improvement in t 
his detract 
onest motives oO 
indigenous economic and politica 
is not the result of 12 m 


ors 


a 


onths of leaders 
is the resu 
leadership which has sacr 
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the scriptures. The man with the unclean spirit lived among the tombs; 
and no one could bind him any more, even with a chain. In another 


context, however, we are told that one exorcism may not be adequate. 
‘And when he comes he finds it (the house) swept and put in order. Then 
he goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than himself, and they 
enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than 
he first.’ (Luke 11: 25-26) 
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based on the exciti 
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hostage of much o 


After the first two coups in 1987, a new Constitution was promulgated 
tary government reinstated. A review of that 
aken and a fresh Constitution enacted in 1997, 
ng vision of a truly multicultural and dynamic society. 
ow, in kidnapping democratically elected Prime Minister Mahendra 
et, it has been said, George Speight has taken 
the hope and potential Fiji had at the turn of the 


century to become a nati 


on united. 


Indigenous Identity 


The matter of Fijian identity is a key element which is wrapped up in the 
current crisis of government and the rule of law. Fijian collective 
consciousness is made up of the inseparable union among the three 


strands of vanua (land), Lotu (Church) and Matanitu (State). Their union is 
so complete that if one is affected, the whole is affected. Vanua has 


physical, social and cultural dimensions which are inter-related 


as a local 


$ 


anthropologist has pointed out. It denotes the land area one is associated 


with, the flora and fauna, 
cultural system — the people, their traditions and customs 


and other objects on it. It includes the social and 
beliefs and 


1 


values, and social institutions. Its social and cultural dimensions are 
a source of security and confidence. It is the locality over which the 


ancestral spirits linger 


and watch over the affairs of their living 


descendants. For most Fijians, to part with the vanua is tantamount to 


parting with their lives. 


Fijians categorise the 


population or inhabitants of the country, or any 


locality or village, into two main divisions. A person is either a taukei 


(indigene or owner) or 


a relationship of mutual o 


vulagi (visitor or foreigner) in any place. It is 
bligations and clearly defined roles in which one 
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does not count or begrudge his or her contribution to communal life. 
Depending on the goodwill of the people involved, it can be a gracious 
partnership of host and guest, or a hostile relationship of landlord and tenant. 


the social life of Fijians. The missionaries, like the government, enlisted 
the help of chiefs in their work. The Church brought peace, unity, 
economic and political development. Methodism gave Fijians a written 
language. It pioneered Fijian education at all levels: primary, secondary, 
adult education, Bible schools, technical, agricultural, health and 


VOC 


for them. The vakatawa (catechists) and vakavuvuli (teachers) took the 
pel to all comers of Fiji, so that Fijians evangelised Fij 
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Three years ago, in a public statement on the constitutional review, 
the Methodist Church warned indigenous leaders not to be lulled by the 
relative harmony their 
new form of escape 


called on Fijian leaders 
vanua and Lotu to add 
powerless Fijians. 


people enjoy. It said that this calm could become a 
from reality if the poor, the powerless and the 
stly treated. In the developing political situation, it 
to move beyond the so-called point of harmony of 
ress the plight of the growing number of poor and 


The cleavage of the two institutions from the beginning would have 
been disastrous and there would not have been a Fijian race. The problem 
now seems to lie on the level of differentiation — in distinguishing 
between what is and what ought to be. The absence of such a distinction 
will result in the loss of a sense of direction towards the creation of 
community. To address this distinction must be part of the Church’s 
contribution to the way forward for Fiji. 
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A PUBLIC STATEMENT BY 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
METHODIST CHURCH IN FIJI 


Reverend Tomasi Kanailagi 


Why a Public Statement? 


The Methodist Church (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Church’) issues the 
following public statement, with an objective to set the record straight in 
regards to the stand it has chosen to take during this time of national crisis. 


The Church’s MANDATE is scripturally based on the teaching that our 
Lord Jesus Christ came not only to seek but also to save the lost, including 
those who are in the hands of the Devil. 


In addition, the Church, as the Body of Christ and as a corporate citizen, 
sees an urgent need to tell its Members (approximately 250,000 in all) 
and the Public at large why it has taken such a stand. 


How Many Sides Does the Church See? 


The Church sees essentially two Parties in the current national crisis, 
namely : 

IMG - Interim Military Government 

GSG - the George Speight Group 


However, the Church understands that there are other various groups 
with varying vested interests, and who are also involved, either actively or 
passively, in the current showdown. 


Is the Church 


Supporting the George Speight Group? 


NO, the Church IS NOT supporting the George Speight Group for the 


following reasons: 


I 
S 
parliamentary 
1 


he Church, h 


he Church does not and cannot support any terrorist-type activity 
uch as the holding of hostages for ransom at gunpoint at the 


Complex. 


owever, maintains contacts with the George Speight 


Group in matters relating to ongoing pastoral care and counselling. 


The Church has to be where its Members are to continue to be the 


Prophetic Voice even if it means being in the wilderness. 


Is the Church 


YES, the Church 
interceding espec 


may in turn truly 


As a matter o 
Church has on 2 J 
and his Group at 
things, pleaded w 
arms and ammun 
the civil dialogue 


Which Side is 


The Church is on 
reasons expressed 


Praying for the George Speight Group? 


is praying for everyone, and during these times 
ially on behalf of the George Speight Group, pleading 


before His Holy Presence to fill their lives with the love of God so that they 


love their captured hostages by setting them free to 


return to their homes to be with their loved ones. 


Let me reiterate for the record that the Church's mandate is scripturally 
based on the teaching that our Lord Jesus Christ came not only to seek but 
also to save the lost, including those who are in the hands of the Devil. 


fact, a Delegation of the Standing Committee of the 
une 2000 and 9 June 2000 visited Mr George Speight 
the parliamentary complex, and has, among other 
ith them to release the hostages at once, return all the 


ition to the army, take up the Amnesty offer and join in 


or the purpose of reshaping our united destiny. 


the Church On? 


the Interim Military Government side for the specific 
below. 
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The urgent need to restore 


The sad and fatal shooting of 


The impending threat on the 


in serious injuries sustained by 
in manning police checkpoints 


armed mob. 


of Fiji Military Forces. 


The Church invariably believes 


law and order since the violent and 


destructive events of, and since, 19 May 2000. 


the late Police Constable Filipo Seavula 


and the destruction of Fiji TV One Station by armed thugs and violent 
mobs during the night of 28 May 2000. 


life of His Excellency the President and 


Tui Nayau during the night of, and since, 29 May 2000. 


The shooting by armed gunmen from behind human shield, resulting 


three army personnel lawfully engaged 
on 29 May 2000. 


The inability of the unarmed Fiji Police Force to guarantee the safety 
and protection of life and property against the criminal activities of the 


The unavoidable and unfortunate decision taken by His Excellency and 
Tui Nayau to hand over executive authority of the State to the Republic 


that the Republic of Fiji Military Forces is 


the only legitimate institution capable of restoring law and order under 


the prevailing circumstances. 


With respect, Ratu Timoci Silatolu of the George Speight Group has, 


during TV One's Close-up Program 
that they are not capable of cont 
the ongoing criminal activities 
parliamentary complex, notwith 


on 11 June 2000, been honest to admit 
rolling the recent spate of violence and 

by thugs and mobs based at the 
standing the George Speight Group’s 


attempts to put a stop to such criminal activities. 


T 


Military Forces, and not the Georg 


urther, it is the considered view of the Church that the Republic of Fiji 


e Speight Group, has passed one of the 


legal tests accepted by judicial courts of the Commonwealth, that is to 
say ‘a competent and effective overthrow of the existing system 
of government’ and thus paving the way to making another Constitution. 


Lest we forget, this principle ve 


ry well applied to the events of 1987 and 


the subsequent promulgation by Decree of the 1990 Constitution of Fiji. 


Indeed, the Church joins the Judiciary, the Public Service, the Police, 
the Business Sector and a wide cross-section of Fiji's Community, in 
lending its support to the Commander and Head of Government, 
Commodore J. Vorege Bainimarama, MSD, JSSC, PSC. 


What Mandate Would the Church Grant the RFMF? 


The Church, as a corporate citizen, would, so to speak, entrust in the 
Interim Military Government the following mandate : 


To Restore Peace, Order and Good Government; 
To Protect Life and Property; 
To Restore Normalcy; and 


To Expedite a Quick Return to Democratic Rule for the People and by 
the People of Fiji. 


What is the Objective of the George Speight Group? 


As we understand it, the objectives sought by the George Speight Group 
are as follows : 


To abrogate the 1997 Constitution; 
To remove the President; 


To make a new Constitution that guarantees, inter alia, indigenous 
political rule; and 


To be granted Amnesty. 


Has the George Speight Group Achieved their Objectives? 
Yes, as we have seen and as we are assured as follows : 


The 1997 Constitution has been removed by the Interim Military 
Government; 


The President and Tui Nayau has effectively vacated Office; 
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The Commander and Head of the Interim Military Government has 
assured Amnesty to Mr George Speight and the perpetrators of the 
armed-civilian ‘coup d’état’; and 
The Commander and Head of the Interim Military Government has 
assured the establishment of a Constitutional Review Committee to 
receive public submissions, including those from the George Speight 
Group. 


In What Way Can You Help? 


The Church believes that the real solution rests with you and me, for 
instance: 


If you are a Chief, please request your people, if they are inside the 
parliamentary complex, to return home. 


If you are a parent, either mum or dad, please request your child or 
children, if she or he is, or they are, inside the parliamentary complex, 
to return home. 


If you are a wife or husband, please request your spouse, if she or he 
is inside the parliamentary complex, to return home. 


If you are a Priest, Minister, Deaconess, Sister, Elder, Pastor or Preacher, 
please request your congregation members, if they are in the 
parliamentary complex, to return home. 


f you are a friend, please request your friend or friends, if she or he is, 
or they are, inside the parliamentary complex, to return home. 


f you are an Employer, please assist by maintaining your employment 
within your capacity and means. 


f you are an Employee, please assist by being faithful and loyal to 
your Employer. 


f you are a trade unionist, please assist by pleading with your 
overseas counterparts to lift trade bans against our Fiji. 


If you are a responsible human being, you can help by showing love, 
and compassion to your fellow human beings who are in need of your 
immediate assistance, especially during these difficult times, 
irrespective of race, religion, denomination, colour or creed. 


Thank You and May God Bless You All. 
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COUP TIMELINE 
1987-2001 


1987 


April 11: The Labour/National Federation Party coalition defeats Ratu 
Sir Kamisese Mara’s ruling Alliance Party in the general elections. 
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The Coalition and Alliance Party agree to form a 
ment following the Deuba Accord initiated by Ganilau. 


interim 


ns the 


Bavadra supporters who had gathered at Suva’s 
ttacked by coup supporters. Sporadic violence spreads 
va area and Nausori. 


October 1: At 4pm, Rabuka stages his second coup, citing dissatisfaction 
with the Deuba Accord. 


October 1: Rabuka issues two decrees formally abrogating the 1970 
Constitution and sacks Ganilau. 


October 6: At midnight, Rabuka formally declares Fiji a Republic, ending 
its ties with the Commonwealth. 


December 5: Rabuka dismisses his Taukeist government and announces 
a 21-member mostly Alliance Cabinet. Ganilau is appointed President and 
Mara Prime Minister. 


1988 


December 5: Dr Bavadra, 55, passes away. 


1990 
July 24: Ganilau promulgates a new Constitution giving ethnic Fijians 
political supremacy. 


1991 
July 11: Rabuka resigns from the military to join the interim government 
as Deputy Prime Minister. 


1992 
June 28: Fiji goes to the polls. Rabuka becomes Prime Minister after the 


chiefs-sponsored Soqosoqo ni Vakavulewa ni Taukei party captures most 
of the seats. 


November 30: The government budget fails after eight SVT members, 
led by Josefata Kamikamica, vote against it. Fresh elections are called. 


1994 


January 18: Mara succeeds the late Ganilau as President. 
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February 28: The SVT is returned to power in the general election with 
31 seats. The dissident group led by Kamikamica forms the Fijian 
Association Party and wins three seats. The National Federation Party 
wins 20 seats. 


1996 
September 6: The Constitutional Review Commission completes a 


review of the 1990 Constitution. Rabuka and NFP leader Reddy had led 
the way for the reviews to give the country a fairer constitution. 


1997 


April 4: The joint Parliamentary Select Committee looking into the 
Reeves report agree on a multi-party executive government with 

71 seats — 31 for ethnic Fijians, 27 for ethnic Indians, two for generals 
and one for Rotumans. 


1999 


May: Elections are held under the new constitution. The Labour/Party 
of National Unity/Fijian Association Party coalition sweeps to power. 
Labour wins 31 of the 71 seats. The NFP. previously the major Indian 


party, fails to win any seat. Rabuka’s SVT wins just eight seats. 


May 19: Mahendra Chaudhry is sworn in as Fiji's first non-indigenous Prime 
Minister after President Mara persuades the Fijian parties to support him. 


2000 


April 21: About 500 ethnic Fijians march through Lautoka in protest 
against the government. They were led by ultra-nationalist politician 
Apisai Tora, who had earlier revived the Taukei Movement, a Fijian 
pressure group. 


April 28: Over 4000 Fijians stage a second protest march in Suva. 


May 19: A third march by protesting Fijians attracts 10,000 people. 
While it is taking place, a group of armed men led by failed 
businessman George Speight storms Parliament and captures Chaudhry 
and his MPs. The drama takes place on the first anniversary of the 
Chaudhry government. 


May 29: Establishment of an interim military government and purported 
abrogation of the 1997 Constitution. 


July 4: A Muaniweni farmer, Chandrika Prasad, commences a legal 
challenge to the takeover in the High Court. 


August 23: High Court hearing before judge Justice Anthony Gates. 


November 15: Justice Anthony Gates ruling in Lautoka High Court. Justice 
Gates’s judgement declares the 1997 Constitution valid. 


December 15: President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara resigns. 


2001 


February 19: Fiji Court of Appeal hearing commences to consider 
Justice Gates’s November ruling contested by the interim administration. 


March 1: Fiji Court of Appeal dismisses the interim administration’s 
appeal making the following declarations in lieu of those made in the 
High Court: 


1. The 1997 Constitution remains the supreme law of the Republic 
of the Fiji Islands and has not been abrogated. 


2. Parliament has not been dissolved. It was prorogued on 
27 May 2000 for six months. 


3. The office of the President under the 1997 Constitution became 
vacant when the resignation of Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara took effect 
on 15 December 2000. In accordance with Section 88 of that 
Constitution, the Vice-President may perform the functions of the 
President until 15 March 2001 unless a President is appointed under 
Section 90. 
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